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'HE  appearance  of  the  streets  of  Peru  is  like  those  of 
Indianapolis.  In  the  cosmopolitan  character  of  its 
population  and  variety  of  its  business  interests  Peru 
is  like  Cincinnati.  In  the  busy  activity  of  its  people  Peru  is 
like  Chicago. 

The  buffalo  and  the  bison  roaming  the  great  western  plains, 
the  deep  fer¬ 
tile  soil  of 
which  con¬ 
tains  rich 
veins  of  gold 
and  silver, 
and  whose 
mountain 


sides,  in  many  places  seamed  with  the 
most  precious  metals,  allured  men  oi 
the  past  generations  to  that  section  of 
the  country.  The  golden  wheat  carpet¬ 
ing  of  Minnesota,  Illinois,  Iowa  and  the 
great  Northwest,  said  to  the  Hour-mill 
men  of  the  East  “come  to  us”  and  they 
went.  In  his  day  Horace  Greeley  was 
justified  in  saying  “young  man, 


go 


West”  But  the  rich  deposits  of  oil  and 
gas, 'the  favorable  legislation,  the  intelli¬ 
gent  labor,  etc.  all  say  to  the  manufac- 
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Fourth  Ward  School  Building 


turer,  “Come  here.  ”  This  is  no  siren’s  voice.  It 
is  the  song  of  the  billows  in  that  great  ocean  of 
prosperity  whose  center  is  Peru. 

The  real  trade  area  of  Peru  is  only  bounded  by 
the  ocean  waves.  Go  anywhere  almost  in  the 
United  States  and  if  you  have  occasion  to  seep  into 
a  telephone  booth,  it  is  more  than  likely  that  you 
will  find  it  is  a  product  of  the  “Brownell  Factory, 
Peru.’’  From  ocean  to  ocean  the  North-Star  Re¬ 
frigerators,  the  product  of  The  Indiana  Manufac¬ 
turing  Co.,  find  their  way  and  in  any  hamlet  from 
the  snow  capped  mountains  of  Maine  to  the  Lone 
Star  state  of  Texas,  almost  any  boy  or  girl  can  tell 


you  that  the  winter  home  of  the  Great  Wallace  Shows  is  in  Peru. 

That  the  city  has  reached  its  present  position  upon  a  foundation  se¬ 
cure  beyond  per-ad venture,  is  but  a  convincing  proof  of  the  certainty 
with  which  nature  secures  her  ends.  As  year  by  year  has  extended 
its  business  area,  increased  the  value  of  real  estate,  lengthened  its 
streets,  improved  its  general  appearance,  built  up  elegant  mercantile, 
residence  and  public  edifices,  added  to  its  general  wealth  and  made  its 
citizens  prominent  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  its  advantages  have 
been  made  known,  and  others  invited  to  share  in  the  sure  rewards  of 
prudence,  energy  and  industry.  New  residences,  ranging  from  the 
thrifty  wage  earner  to  the  spacious  and  elegant,  luxuriously  appointed 
mansions  of  the  rich,  are  being  built  all  over  the  city;  the  suburbs  are 
being  rapidly  improved  and  peopled,  and  beautiful  suburban  towns 
are  springing  into  existence  and  activity  in  every  direction,  by  and  by 
to  be  absorbed  and  become  a  part  of  the  coming  “Metropolis.” 


AL  LANOFORl) 

Of  Great  Wallace  Shows. 
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jjlHE  climate  of  a  place  is  a  most  important  factor  in  determining  its  rare  tendencies; 
it  renders  its  people  energetic  and  thrifty  or  lazy  and  indolent.  An  ideal  climate 
is  one  having  sufficient  extremes  to  promote  health  and  mental  development  but 
not  great  enough  to  produce  serious  bodily  discomfort.  Under  the  head  of  “climate”  is  to 
be  considered  the  com¬ 


bined  influence  of  all  at¬ 
mospheric  phen  o  m  e  n  a 
which  influence  organized 
beings.  It  depends  upon 
the  mean  temperature  of 
the  year,  upon  that  of 
each  month  and  each  day, 
upon  the  maximum  and 
minimum  temperature, 
the  average  rainfall,  pre¬ 
valent  winds — in  fact, 
upon  all  the  meteorolog¬ 
ical  conditions  which  de¬ 
termine  suitability  for 
the  proper  support  and 
nourishment  of  animal 
and  vegetable  life.  From 
the  above  it  can  be  seen 
that  this  subject  em¬ 
braces  too  large  a  field  to 
be  thoroughly  treated  in 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHITRCH. 
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B.  E.  WALLACE. 

Sole  Owner  it  ml  Manager  of  The  flreat  Wallace  Shows. 


the  limited  space  allotted  in  a 
work  of  this  sort.  All  that  can 
be  done  is  to  say  that  no  matter 
how  warm  the  summer  day,  a 
cool  inviting  place  for  a  ham¬ 
mock  or  reading  chair  may 
always  be  found  along  the  banks 
of  the  historic  Wabash  or  Missis- 
sinewa  rivers.  Looking  at  Peru 
from  the  top  of  the  Reservoir 
Hill  the  city  looks  like  a  vast 
forest  and  to  this  fact  and  the 
close  proximity  of  the  rivers  Peru 
owes  its  summer  breezes  and 
cool,  balmy  evenings.  Prom  the 
first  breath  of  spring  until  the 
crisp  cool  evenings  of  November, 
the  average  Peruvian  would  not 
exchange  his  home  “On  the 
Banks  of  the  Wabash”  for  any 
other  home  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom.  The  winters  are  never 
severe  enough  to  cause  the  least 
discomfort,  we  having  had  only 
one. or  two  days  the  past  winter 
when  the  thermometer  stood  be¬ 
low  zero. 
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^^HARLES  W.  STUTESMAN,  the  City  Bill  Poster  and  Distributor, 
is  deserving  of  mention  in  this  write-up  of  the  city.  Mr. 


...  —  „™-up 

Statesman’s  first  adventure  in  the  advertising  business  was  in 
the  fall  of  1894,  and  by  giving  his  personal  and  undivided  attention  to 
all  work  left  in  his  care  he  has  won  the  confidence  of  his  patrons  and 
succeeded  in  building  up  a  lucrative  business.  He  now  owns  and  con¬ 
trols  all  the  first-class  bill  boards  and  privileges  in  the  city,  and  en¬ 
joys  the  patronage  of  80  per  cent,  of  all  progressive  advertisers  of  the 
country  employing  bill  posters  and  distributors.  He  is  not  simply  a 
mechanical  poster  and  distributor  of  advertising  matter,  but  makes  it 


a  point  to  study  care¬ 
fully  each  order  and 
distribute  the  adver¬ 
tising  matter  in  such 
places  and  localities 
necessary  to  reach  that 
class  that  must  be 
reached  in  order  to 
bring  the  largest  and 
most  satisfactory  re¬ 
turns.  The  accompany¬ 
ing  illustration  is  sim¬ 
ply  a  case  of  Mr. 
Stutesman  taking  'a 
dose  of  his  own  medicine. 


The  bill  board  was  12x65  feet  and  contained  95  sheets. 
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8UT  in  the  world,  jostled  among  strangers, 
anxious  and  busy  with  business  complica¬ 
tions,  a  man  learns  to  properly  appreciate 
the  blessings  and  comforts  of  a  well  furnished  home. 

With  this  fact  before  us  we  present  to  our  readers 

the  firm  of  Len- 
hart  &  Simpson, 
furniture  dealers 
and  undertakers. 

This  business  has 
been  established 
almost  30  years 
and  to-day  stands 
as  one  of  the  best 
furniture  houses 
to  deal  with. 

Everything  is  a 
broad  word,  but 
they  have  it. 

They  also  carry 
a  select  stock  of 

funeral  requisites.  In  dealing  with  an  old  establish¬ 
ed  firm  one  immediately  realizes  that  the  stock  car¬ 
ried  must  be  first-class  and  the  prices  right,  else  why 
the  constant  growth  of  business  of  the  past  years. 

The  portrait  on  the  right  is  Mr.  Win.  F.  Lenhart.  On  the  left  Mr. 
Lawrence  Simpson. 


THE  PERU  OIL  FIELDS. 
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F.  BYRNE,  the  jolly  well  known  cigar  and  tobacco  merchant 
of  No.  15  South  Broadway,  was  born  in  Ingersoll,  Ontario, 
Canada,  April  16,  1863.  In  1881  he  moved  to  Aurora,  Ill., 
where  he  was  engaged  as  a  cigar  manufacturer  until  1887.  From  here 
he  removed  to  Boston,  Massachusetts  where  he  followed  his  trade  until 
1890.  From  Boston  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  from  Detroit  to  Peru,  Sept. 
15,  1890,  this  making  him  a  resident  of  this  city  for  over  ten  years. 

Mr.  Byrne  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  has  always  been  foremost 
among  the  ranks  of  his  party  for  the  party’s  good.  During  the  last 
campaign  he  was  treasurer  of  the  Democratic  Central  Committee  and 
tilled  his  position  to  the  satisfaction  of  all. 

Jolly  in  disposition,  steadfast  and  true  to  his  friends,  generous  almost  to  a  fault,  Mr. 
Byrne  numbers  his  friends  by  the  score,  and  no  cigar  manufacturer  in  the  city  enjoys  a 
better  trade.  Perhaps  in  no  city  of  its  size  in  the  union  is  there  more  cigar  manufacturers 
than  there  is  in  Peru,  and  we  will  also  say  that  we  believe  there  is  also  a  larger  consump¬ 
tion  of  home  cigars  than  any  other  city  of  its  size.  Mr.  Byrne  is  also  an  enthusiastic  Elk 
and  at  present  is  the  Esteemed  Leading  Knight,  of  the  local  lodge. 

He  is  now  manufacturing  all  the  popular  brands  of  cigars,  “Parlamento,  ”  10c.  “Byrne’s 
5c.  Smokers,”  “Curfew,  5c.,  and  “Byrne’s  Little  Havana’s”.  Also  retails  smoking  tobaccos 
and  smokers  articles  of  every  description.  Remember  the  place,  15  South  Broadway, 
Phone  842. 
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J^jEORGE  E.  REED  was  born  in  Miami  county 
in  1853  and  with  the  exception  of  three 
years,  during  which  time  he  was  in  the 
west,  he  has  spent  most  of  his  business  life  in 
Peru.  In  1889  he  started  in  the  butcher  business 
and  was  so  engaged  until  1892.  At  this  time  he 
built  the  livery  barn  where  he  is  now  engaged  in 
business,  and  four  years  later  sold  the  livery  stock 
to  Mr.  Chas.  Wilson.  Like  a  great  many  other 
liverymen,  however,  he  was  unable  to  stay  out, 
and  drifted  back  into  the  business  a  year  ago  last 
May.  To-day  he  has  a  large  and  well  stocked 
livery  barn — and  to  see  one  of  Mr.  Reed’s  rigs  on  the  street  is  to  wish  for  a  drive.  In 
business,  he  is  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  Ray  Reed,  his  son. 

Mr.  Reed  was  married  in  October,  1877,  and  three  boys  aged  respectively  18,.  13  and  5 
years  are  the  result  of  this  union.  Genial  disposition,  upright  and  honorable  in  all  his  bus¬ 
iness  dealings  Mr.  Reed  has  made  many,  many  warm  friends  who  will  always  hold  him  in 
the  future  in  the  same  high  esteem  they  have  held  him  in  the  past. 

During  the  long,  warm  days  this  summer  our  readers  will 
always  find  here  a  nice  rubber-tired  rig  and  stylish  horse  for 
their  summer  drives. 

In  addition  they  have  oneof  the  largest  and  best  picnic  wagons 
in  the  city  and  no  matter  whether  it  is  the  Cliffs,  Red  Bridge, 

Eel  River,  or  along  the  Mississinewa  that  you  wish  to  camp — 

Reed’s  is  the  place  to  go. 
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■HE  WAYNE  HOTEL.  We  are  a  nation  of  travelers  and  out  in 
the  world,  jostled  among  strangers,  anxious  and  busy  with 
_  business  complications,  the  traveling  man  learns  to  appre¬ 

ciate  the  careful  attention  and  hospitality  which  is  to  be  obtained  in  a 
thoroughly  first-class  hotel,  which  sheds  contentment  over  a  tired  soul 
and  which  brings  him  comfort  and  repose  though  he  be  a  stranger  in  a 
strange  land.  The  tide  of  travelers  which  are  attracted  to  Peru  will 
find  no  better  place  to  stop  than  at  the  Wayne  Hotel.  The  first  place 
the  traveler  spies  in  getting  off  a  Lake  Erie  or  Wabash  train  is  the 
Wayne.  The  last  impression  upon  his  mind  before  taking  his  train  out 
is  the  same  hostelry. 

The  Wayne  has  over  forty  rooms,  all  elegantly  furnished,  electric  lights,  steam  heat, 
baths,  and  all  accessories  that  go  to  make  up  a  first-class  hotel.  The  cuisine  is  presided 
over  by  a  chef  of  thorough  experience  and  in  addition,  Mr.  P.  J.  Coyle,  the  proprietor  and 
manager  of  the  hotel  gives  his  personal  attention  to  the  table  and  has  it  constantly  supplied 
with  the  best  the  market  affords. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Coyle,  the  proprietor  was  born  Oct.  11,  1876,  and  among  other  places  of  learn¬ 
ing  attended  the  Naval  school,  at  Annapolis,  Md.  It  might  be  said  that  Mr.  Coyle  was  a 
born  hotel  man,  he  having  been  employed  in  nearly  every  capacity  in  various  hotels 
throughout  the  country;  thus  gaining  the  experience  which  has  enabled  him  to  place  the 
Wayne  on  the  top-most  pinnacle  of  success.  Aug.  30,  1898,  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
bis  brother  Mr.  John  Coyle,  and  bought  the  Wayne,  but  Feb.  17,  1900,  he  also  bought  his 
brother,  s  interest  and  since  then  has  been  sole  proprietor  and  manager.  Jan.  7,  1901,  Mr. 
Coyle  was  married  to  Miss  Bertha  M.  Miller,  the  charming  daughter  of  Mr.  John  H.  Mil¬ 
ler,  the  well-known  stock  man.  In  Mrs.  Coyle  The  Wayne  received  the  only  thing  needed  to 
make  it  one  of  the  best  hotels  in  the  country — a  woman’s  guiding  hand  at  that  part  of  a 
hotel  which  is  essentially  a  woman's  realm. 
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^^■p^ULIUS  FALK,  the  leading-  clothier,  hatter,  gent’s  furnisher 
and  boot  and  shoe  dealer  was  born  in  Peru,  Ind.,  February 
25,  1855.  At  an  early  age  he  commenced  selling  goods  with 
his  father,  Moses  Falk,  and  thus  secured  an  early  business  education 
that  has  stood  him  in  good  stead  ever  since.  In  1878  he  commenced 
business  for  himself  at  No.  5  Broadway,  near  Canal  street  and  in  1880 
he  removed  to  the  “Red  Front”  which  place  he  named.  The  name 
“Red  Front”  he  made  well  known  all  over  this  section  of  the  state  and 
it  has  since  been  copied  by  others.  In  1887  he  opened  his  present 
quarters,  and  today  the  name  of  Julius  Falk  stands  for  one  of  the  lar¬ 
gest  clothing  emporiums  in  this  section  of  the  state.  It  also 
stands  for  good  goods  at  one  price  to  all.  Mr.  Falk  has  been 
associated  with  different  business  enterprises  in  Peru  which 
have  stamped  him  as  not  only  a  first-class  business  man,  but 
a  genial,  courteous  gentleman  as  well. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic,  K.  of  P.,  Odd  Fellows,  Red 
Men,  EIks,  Eastern  Star,  Chapter  Council,  Royal  Arcanum 
Maccabees,  Foresters  and  A.  O.  U.  W.  fraternal  organiza¬ 
tions  and  is  also  part  owner  of  the  Peru  Novelty  Works  and 
Vice-President  and  director  of  the  Wright  Medicine  Co. 

His  goods  are  always  the  best  and  as  we  said  before — 
prices  right  and  the  same  to  all. 

On  another  page  will  be  seen  a  handsome  cut  of  Mr. 

Falk's  residence. 
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SSpINCE  the  time  when  the  morning  stars  sang 
BJl  together  their  anthems  of  praise  to  the  great 
Creator,  music  has  been  associated  with  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  the  Almighty  and  the  pleasures  of  social  life. 
Music  is  the  fulfillment  of  peace  and  comfort,  and  to-day 
music  has  become  almost  a  household  necessity.  An  old 
and  established  firm  in  this  city,  who  has  been  catering  to 
this  class  of  trade  is  that  of  J.  W.  Shields,  of  No.  12  West 
Third  Street.  V 

Mr.  Shields  was  born  in  Vincennes,  Indiana,  in  1829  and 
came  to  Peru  in  1846.  He  was  at  that  timp  engaged  in  the 
saddle  and  harness  business  which  he  continued  until  1874 
when  he  started  his 
present  musichouse- 
Thus  for  over  30 
years  he  has  been  before  the  Peru  public  in  the  mu¬ 
sic  business  and  surely  needs  no  introduction  from  us 
Mr.  Shields  is  one  of  those  genial,  upright,  honor¬ 
able  business  men,  with  whom  all  the  world  loves  to 
deal,  and  we  are  glad  to  say  that  no  music  house  in 
any  city  the  size  of  Peru,  enjoys  a  better  trade.  He 
handles  the  Needham  and  Newman  Pros,  high  grade 
pianos  and  organs,  and  also  makes  a  specialty  of 
Singer  and  other  sewing  Machine  supplies.  He  buys 
and  sells  second  hand  pianos  and  organs,  sells  new 
instruments  on  the  installment  plan,  etc. 


THE  FIRST  M.  E.  CHURCH 
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ERCER'S  restaurant,  which  is  located  at  No.  11  East  Main 
Street,  is  the  largest  and  best  patronized  restaurant  in  the 
city.  This  restaurant  is  constantly  visited  by  numerous 
strangers,  as  well  as  citizens,  who  find  it  a  most  agreeable  lunching 
place  with  social  or  business  acquaintances.  It  is  a  regular  daily  din¬ 
ing  place  with  many  leading  merchants  and  a  favorite  with  ladies  while 
down  town  on  shopping  expeditions.  The  furnishings  are  elegant  and 
attractive  and  the  staff  of  attachees  carefully  chosen,  the  menu  always 
varied  and  tempting,  and  it’s  central  location  makes  it  quite  handy 
for  all. 

W.  S.  Mercer,  the  proprietor  was  born  in  Peru,  Feb.  3,  1861,  and 
with  the  exception  of  one  year — 1898 — which  he  spent  in  Chicago,  has  been  an  almost  con¬ 
tinuous  resident  of  Peru.  Mr.  Mercer  got  his  business  education  in  the  department  store 
of  Shirk  &  Miller,  where  he  remained  for  12  years.  Then  he  went  in  the  grain  business 
for  himself  and  later  as  we  before  stated  moved  to  Chicago,  returning  to  Peru  a  year  later 
and  December  13,  1899,  bought  his  present  place  of  business.  Mr.  Mercer’s  was  the  first 
bakery  to  start  the  three  cent  bread  rate  in  Peru,  and  today  the  bakery  stands  out  far 
ahead  of  anything  of  the  kind  in  the  city — 1,500  loaves  being  the  average  daily  output,  and 
furnishing  employment  to  15  people. 

The  all-night  cafe  is  another  feature  of  the  business  and  no  matter  what  time  of  the  night 
a  traveling  man  may  reach  Peru  or  a  business  man  be  returning  home,  he  can  always  find 
anything  he  wants  at  Mercer’s.  Another  feature  which  has  helped  to  place  the  restaurant 
in  the  front  ranks  is  its  Sunday  dinners.  Here  on  Sunday  the  church  goers  may  stop  on 
their  way  home  from  the  different  places  of  worship  and  find  a  cool,  delightful  dining  hall 
electric  fans,  good  music  and  a  dinner  such  as  the  cosmopolitan  hotels  of  larger  cities  can 
only  imitate  and  not  excel. 
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HE  BEARSS  HOTEL.  With  its  central  location,  elegantly  ap¬ 
pointed  rooms,  electric  lights,  tine  cuisine  and  above  all,  the 
treatment  it  accords  its  guests,  the  Bearss  is  by  far  the 
largest  and  best  hotel  in  the  city. 

Entering  the  hotel  from  Broadway  one  steps  through  the  storm  door 
into  a  large  roomy  office  elegantly  furnished  with  large  upholstered 
chairs,  and  all  modern  conveniences  for  the  benefit  of  the  weary 
traveler.  To  the  right  is  the  writing  room  brilliantly  lighted  with 
electricity.  So  it  goes  all  through  the  hotel.  Everything  is  so  handily 
arranged  that  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  a  way  of  bettering  it. 

The  cuisine  department  is  presided  over  by  a  chef  of  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  ability  and  the  daily  menu  cards  show  that  the  Bearss  under  its  present  management 
is  second  to  no  other  of  its  kind  in  the  country.  The  hotel  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
city,  and  nearly  every  public  man  of  prominence  who  has  ever  visited  Peru,  has  been  the 
guest  of  “mine  host”  at  the  Bearss. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Reed,  the  present  proprietor,  was  born  in  St.  Louis  November,  1833.  Before 
coming  to  Peru  he  spent  12  years  in  Indianapolis,  and  came  here  20  years  ago.  He  started 
the  mineral  water  bottling  works  and  made  a  signal  success.  February  1,  1901,  he  bought 
the  Bearss  and  under  his  management  the  hotel  is  already  almost  doubling  its  business. 
As  one  traveling  man  expressed  it  the  other  night:  “They  are  not  trying  to  remodel  the 
house,  but  are  remodeling  the  table  and  the  service  and  that’s  what  makes  a  hit.”  Some¬ 
body  once  said  that  the  way  to  reach  a  man  was  through  his  stomach,  and  if  this  be  true, 
the  Bearss  hotel  will  undoubtedly  surpass  even  its  own  past  record. 

One  finds  here  that  efficient,  courteous  service  that  is  always  the  first  ear  mark  of  a  high 
class  hotel.  In  addition  it  contains  sixty  well  furnished  rooms  available  for  guests,  and 
also  has  a  well  stocked  and  well  managed  bar  in  connection. 
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^EAVNER’S  Fire  Remedy  and  Face  Cream.  This  is  no  cheap- 
john  out-of-town  fake.  It  is  a  remedy  that  is  prepared  at 
home,  by  a  home  man  and  sold  under  a  positive  guarantee. 
It  cures  burns — from  any  cause  whatever,  hence  it’s  name  of  “Fire 
Remedy.”  For  a  scald  or  burn  it  will  take  out  the  pain  immediately — 
and  for  a  severe  burn  will  take  out  all  soreness,  etc.  in  from  five  to 
fifteen  minutes — it  will  not  only  kill  the  pain,  but  will  promptly  heal 
the  wound,  no  other  medicine  need  be  applied,  and  will  leave  no  scar  if 
used  immediately  after  meeting  with  the  accident.  It  cures  galling, 
chapped  face,  frozen  feet,  all  skin  eruptions,  ivy  poison,  insect  bites 
granulated  sore  eyes,  cuts  and  bruises. 

Now  let  us  reason  a  moment.  Suppose  you  meet  with  an  accident  and  get  a  bad  burn 
from  scalding  water  or  any  other  cause  whatever,  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  go  to  any  drug¬ 
gist,  get  a  bottle,  and  if  the  remedy  does  not  take  all  the  soreness  and  fire  out  of  the  wound, 
you  can  have  your  money  back  for  the  asking.  Isn’t  this  fair?  Doesn't  it  prove  conclu¬ 
sively  that  the  remedy  will  do  the  work?  Yes.  Then  get  a  bot¬ 
tle  and  give  it  a  trial.  As  a  toilet  article  it  cannot  be  equalled,  re¬ 
moving  all  roughness  of  the  skin  and  producing  a  soft,  smooth, 
beautiful  complexion,  so  much  desired  by  all.  Remember  it  is 
guaranteed  and  sells  for  35c.  per  bottle.  A.  J.  Heavner,  Peru,  Ind. 
sole  proprietor  For  sale  by  all  druggists,  or  sent  by  mail  prepaid 
on  receipt  of  price.  Agents  wanted,  both  male  and  female — write 
for  prices. 


HKAVNER’S 


AND  FACE  CREAM. 
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^l^wROM  the  rare  excellence  of  its  transportation  facilities  and  the 
fj)|3|!  wide  extent  of  territory  made  tributary  to  its  markets 
thereby,  we  see  that  Peru  not  only  possesses  unusual  advan¬ 
tages  for  profitably  conducting  commerce  and  maintaining  it  in  a 
healthy  state  under  circumstances  in  trade  that  would  prove  exceed, 
ingly  adverse,  if  not  seriously  embarrassing  to  the  welfare  of  a  city 
even  more  than  ordinarily  well  provided  with  strength  and  vitality, 
but  the  facts  investigated  prove  conclusively  that  the  city  must  in 
the  very  nature  of  things,  become  one  of  the  great  and  leading  cities 
cf  America.  And  so  plain  and  palpable  does  the  simple  surface  indica¬ 
tions  make  this  appear  the  truth,  that  one  is  prone  to  believe,  that 


No.  :i  Advance  Car— Great  Wallace  Shows. 
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CHARLES  LOCKWOOD. 


suburbs,  and  the  country 
comes  toils  very  odge  in  gar- 
dens  and  cultivated  fields.  The 
visitor  must  take  a  drive  in 
one  of  the  handsome  turnouts 
from  our  famous  livery  con-  jesse  foote. 
cerns,  in  order  to  get  the  full  effect  of  the  de¬ 
lightful  suburban  scenes  on  the  one  hand  and  the 
city's  views  on  the  other. 


unless  the  city  does  rise  to  this  distinction,  unless  it  is  de¬ 
veloped  to  the  full  measure  of  its  destined  -grandeur  as  a 
great  city,  then  the  fault  will  lie  within  its  own  gates  and 
upon  the  thresholds  of  those  delegated  by  education  and 
natural  talents,  executive  capacities  and  business  influences, 
to  wisely  administer  the  city’s  commercial  affairs  and  by 
judicious  control  obtain  the  most  exalted  'results  possible. 
That  the  highest  order  of  administrative  ability  is  at  the 
head  of  Peru  s  business,  is  self-evident,  and,  that  the  grave 
responsibilities  attached  to  such  powers  are  fully  understood, 
and  managed  with  an  eye  single  to  the  advancement  and 

prosperity  of  the  city  as  a  whole,  most 
assuredly  cannot  be  disputed  in  the 
"  jiPPBBk  light  of  what  has  been  accomplished  and 

£-  TflHH  what  is  now7  being 

jjpPjjjHI  effected  by  the  ski  11- 

ful  handling  of  the 


CHAS.  MoCLTTRT-: 


advantages  willed  us 
by  nature. 

An  air  of  evenly 
diffused  prosperity 
hangs  over  Peru. 
The  city  marches  to 
meet  the  country 
with  trim  and  neat 
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Its  beautiful  homes  breathing  comfort,  culture 
and  contentment  in  all  their  surroundings,  its 
blocks  of  massive  and  substantial  business  build¬ 
ings,  its  busy  streets,  its  astounding  railroad  traf¬ 
fic,  its  commodious,  well  kept  hotels,  numerous 
schools,  churches  of  every  denomination,  its 
library,  its  complete  fire  department,  its  manu¬ 
facturing  institutions,  its  electric  lights  on  every 
crossing,  combine  to  impress  the  visitor  with  a 
general  air  of  impressiveness.  The  city  does  not 
sit  as  a  toll-gatherer,  but  contains  within  itself 


CENTRAL  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 


elements  of  vigor  and  productiveness 
which  make  it  quite  as  valuable  to  its 
surrounding  country  as  that  country 
is  to  it.  The  houses  which  are  erected 
for  rental  are  as  a  rule  built  on  modern 
plans. 


THE  ELK’S  HOME— BROADWAY  VIEW. 
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BOU  WARD,  propri¬ 
etor  Ward’s  Liv¬ 
ery  barn,  was 
born  July  21,  1876.  He 
started  in  the  Livery  bus¬ 
iness  Christmas  morn¬ 
ing,  1898.  Here,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  his  brother 
Harry,  Lou  was  enjoying 
a  tine  run  of  business 
but  on  Sunday  morning, 
April  9,  1900,  the  barn 
together  with  31  horses, 
1  hearse,  3  cabs  and  30 
other  buggies,  carriages, 
etc.,  were  entirely  con¬ 
sumed  by  tire. 

In  addition  to  the  above  Chas  Braden  and  Riley  Gregory  were  sleeping  in  the  barn  to¬ 
gether  and  when  Mr.  Braden  awoke,  the  tire  was  already  eating  its  way  into  the  room  and 
it  was  only  a  question  of  a  few  moments  until  the  boys  were  doomed.  Mr.  Braden  made 
an  effort  to  arouse  his  companion,  but  found  to  his  horror  that  he  had  already  succumbed 
to  the  heat.  Mr.  Braden  then  jumped  through  the  window  and  thus  saved  his  life.  Only 
the  charred  remains  of  Mr.  Gregory  were  ever  recovered. 

The  new  barn  was  started  June  1,  1900,  and  they  moved  into  it  Sept.  3  A  cut  of  the 
new  building  adorns  the  top  of  the  page.  The  picture  speaks  for  itself  and  for  the  busi¬ 
ness  done  inside  of  it.  Charley  Braden  is  still  the  foreman  and  will  be  found  holding  the 
horses  in  the  picture  above.  A  pictui  e  of  Mr.  Ward  and  the  burning  barn  will  be  found 
on  another  page.  Remember  Ward’s  when  in  need  of  a  rig. 
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these  days  of  keenest  and  most  varied  competition  it  is  indeed  men  of  no  small 
Ppj!  business  ability  and  necessarily  men  of  rare  commercial  energies  who  can  with- 
stand  the  sweeping  force  of  business  rivalry  and  subterfuges  to  gain  trade  and 
still  live  to  cope  with  their  contemporaries.  Especially  is  this  true  of  the  dealers  in  bug¬ 
gies,  wagons,  harness  and  farming  implements,  and  among  those  engaged  in  that  line,  we 
wish  to  call  attention  to  Reed  Bros,  establishment  on  Third  Street. 

Perhaps 
no  two  busi- 
ness  men 
have  ever 
made  more 
of  a  success 
than  Reed 
Bros.,  and 
no  two  busi¬ 
ness  men  in 
Peru  are  bet¬ 
ter  known  or 
more  well 
liked  than 
these  same 
gentlemen. 

The  have 
a  large  and 

growing  business,  and  maintain  their  prestage  by  selling  only  the  best  makes  in  their  line 
and  that  too,  at  reasonable  prices.  By  trading  with  these  gentlemen  you  are  certain  of  the 
best  goods,  the  lowest  prices,  and  courteous  treatment.  Remember  the  place,  Reed  Bros, 
opposite  postoffice,  Peru. 
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THIRD  WARD  SCHOOL  BUILDING 


physical  ciilture  and  nature  work.  In  ad¬ 
dition  they  have  two  very  finely  equipped 
laboratories — physics  and  chemical. 

The  present  superintendent,  A.  E.  Mals- 
bar.y,  is  to  be  contratulated  on  the  efficien¬ 
cy  of  the  teaching  corps  and  the  Board  of 
Education  should  likewise  be  congratulated 
upon  the  selection  of  Prof.  Mai s bar y.  Of 
the  schools  more  will  be  said  anon. 


The  educational  facilities  of  Peru,  both  pri¬ 
vate  and  public,  are  second  to  none  in  the  state, 
and  compare  very  favorably  with  any  city  of  its 
size  in  the  Union.  The  city  schools  are  under 
the  direct  control  of  a  board  of  Education,  elect¬ 
ed  by  the  general  council  of  the  city,  and  the 
active  supervision  is  in  the  hands  of  a  Superin¬ 
tendent.  The  regular  school  calendar  is  divided 
into  two  terms,  one  from  September  to  January 
and  the  other  from  January  until  June.  The 
pupils  are  put  through  a  course  of  reading, 
writing,  arithmetic,  spelling,  grammar,  music, 


Public  Library — High  School  Building. 
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Peru  is  now  and  al¬ 
ways  has  been,  a  city 
noted  for  its  many  line 
residences,  and  among1 
these,  Jesse  Foote’s 
residence  on  E.  Main 
street,  which  will  be 
found  on  this  page  is 
considered  one  of  the 
nicest  in  the  city. 

It  is  a  truly  modern 
structure,  with  all  the 
modern  improvements 
and  does  great  credit 
to  Peru. 

Personal  1  y,  Jesse 
Foote  is  a  young  man 
whom  everybody  likes 
and  respects,  and  well 
they  may.  Quiet,  gen¬ 
ial  and  refined  by  na¬ 
ture  he  is  a  good  com¬ 
rade,  a  true  friend  and 
a  thorough  gentleman. 
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JHE  Ward  fire  which  occurred  a  year  ago,  is 
still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  Peruvians  and 
for  this  reason  we  have  reproduced  a  snap 
shot  taken  the  morning  after  the  fire.  Since  then  a 

new  barn  has  been 
built  fronting  on  Main 
street,  and  is  to-day 
one  of  the  nicest  barns 
in  the  city  A  cut  of 
the  new  building  will 
be  found  elsewhere. 


The  portrait  on  Ihis 
page  is  a  remarkably 
good  likeness  of  Nick 

Brock  who  runs  the  barber  shop  on  Main  street,  and  who 
is  perhaps  as  well  known  and  well-liked  as  any  man  in 
Peru.  The  barber  shop  is  second  to  none  in  the  city 
and  is  patronized  by  only  the  best  class  of  people. 

In  addition  to  its  ranking  as  a  barber  shop,  it  is  the 
recognized  headquarters  of  the  Peru  Gun  Club  and 
many  are  tbe  hunting  stories  told  within  its  walls.  When 
in  need  of  work  in  this  line,  remember  the  place. 


THK  SCHMOI/L  HLOCK. 
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N  the  front  ranks  of  Peru’s 
wls  valuable  enterprises,  which 
combined  forms  the  indus¬ 
trial  progress  of  the  city,  we  place 
James  H.  Fetter’s  furniture  and 
undertaking  establishment,  which 
affords  the  public  of  Peru  and  vi¬ 
cinity  great  convenience  in  the 
way  of  making  advantageous  pur¬ 
chases.  This  business  has  been 
carried  on  with  annually  increas¬ 
ing  success,  since  the  date  of  its 
foundation  years  ago.  Mi*.  Fetter 
is  a  man  of  broad  mind  and  clear 
business  foresight  and  even  in  the 
days  when  Peru  was  only  a  mere 
village  in  comparison  with  what  it 
is  lo-day,  he  realized  the  necessity 
of  making  his  business  so  large  and 
extensive  as  to  thoroughly  cover 
the  ground,  and  leave  no  reason 
why  anybody  should  buy  anything 
in  his  line  in  the  larger  cities. 

In  this  he  has  succeded.  Enter¬ 
ing  the  store  to-day  one  is  immed¬ 
iately  impressed  with  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  the  business  carried  on 
within  its  walls.  Here  may  be  in- 
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spected  one  of  the  largest  furniture  stocks  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  and  all  so  artistically 
displayed  in  different  departments,  and  yet  packed  so  closely,  that  one  is  lost  in  wonder  at 
the  immensity  of  the  stock  and  business. 

Passing  fiom  the  furniture  rooms  to  the  undertaking  department  one  finds  an  immense 
as  well  as  a  select  stock  of  funeral  requisites,  such  as  caskets,  coffins,  trimmings,  burial 
suits,  burial  robes  etc.  Mr.  Fetter  is  prepared  to  take  charge  of  remains  at  any  hour  of 
the  day  or  night,  procure  interment  in  any  cemetery,  and  in  a  word  relieve  the  bereaved 
relatives  and  friends  of  all  trouble  and  annoyance  incidental  to  looking  after  these  sorrow¬ 
ful  details.  Embalming  when  desired  is  performed  according  to  the  latest  scientfic 
methods  and  satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 

The  firm  has  the  very  best  facilities,  and  thus  the  enterprise  ranks  among  the  best. 
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The  residence  shown 
on  this  page  is  that  of 
Julius  Falk,  the  leading 
clothier.  The  house  is 
situated  on  West  Main 
three  blocks  from  Broad¬ 
way  and  is  thoroughly 
modern  throughout. 

West  Main  street,  for 
more  than  eight  blocks, 
is  perhaps,  one  of  the 
prettiest  residence  por¬ 
tions  of  the  city  and  to 
own  property  there  is  to 
own  some  of  the  most 
valuable  property  to  be 
found  in  the  city. 

Another  feature  about 
property  along  W  Main, 
street  is  that  it  is  only  a 
a  question  of  a  few  weeks 
now  umil  the  electric 
cars  will  be  running  past 
their  doors. 

Still  another  feature  of 
Main  street  is  its  many 
cool  shade  trees. 
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HOMER  C.  HAAS,  one  of  the  leading1  homeopath¬ 
ic  physicians  of  the  city  was  born  in  Wabash,  Ind., 
September  19,  1866,  and  lived  in  that  city  until 
thirteen  years  of  age,  when  his  father,  Absolom  Haas,  who 
was  a  merchant  in  Wabash  several  years,  moved  to  their 
country  home  just  outside  the  city  limits.  He  there  grew 
to  manhood,  receiving  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Wabash — both  graded  and  high  schools.  After  attaining 
his  majority  he  taught  school  for  some  time,  until  conclud¬ 
ing  to  study  medicine,  he  left  for  Chicago  to  attend  Hahne¬ 
mann  Medical  College,  the  leading  homeopathic  college  of 
the  world.  After  graduating  he  spent  one  year  in  the  hos¬ 
pitals  of  Chicago  and  in  1891  he  located  in  Roann,  Wabash 
County  where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Maude  Pearson,  a 
niece  of  Judge  Shively,  of  Wabash.  After  making  a  success 
of  his  work  there,  he  concluded  there  was  a  wider  held  in 
Peru  and  in  September,  1893,  he  located  here,  where  he  has 
enjoyed  a  horishing  business  from  the  start,  and  now  num¬ 
bers  among  his  patrons,  many  of  our  leading  citizens. 

Dr.  Haas,  besides  being  a  graduate  of  Hahneman  College  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  Hahn¬ 
emann  Institute,  of  Chicago,  and  a  member  of  the  Indiana  Institute  of  Homeopathy.  Ho 
is  also  an  official  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  as  well  as  a  member  of  several  secret 
societies  and  at  present  is  the  Chancellor  Commander  of  the  local  lodge  Knights  of  Pythias. 
Socially,  Dr.  Haas  is  a  genial,  courteous,  well-read  gentleman  and  one  too,  who  will  always 
number  among  his  friends,  the  salt  of  the  earth. 
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^g&ASSNER  &  GYSIN,  furni- 
ture  dealers.  This  firm  was 
established  September  15, 
189d,  by  D.  H.  Rassner  and  Frank 
Gysin  and  to  realize  that  they  have 
made  a  success  of  their  venture  one 
has  only  to  visit  their  large  establish¬ 
ment  at  106  S.  Broadway.  Messrs 
Rassner  &  Gysin  give  their  time  and 
personal  attention  to  the  business  and 
on  the  start  they  so  rapidly  eclipsed 
all  previons  efforts  in  this  line  that  to¬ 
day  they  satisfy  the  most  skeptical 
that  their  establishment  has  long  occupied  a  position  of  prominence  and  a  patronage  as 
wide  spread  as  it  has  been  well  deserved.  Here  one  finds  all  the  attractive  novelties  in 
furniture,  whether  for  the  drawing  room,  parlor,  library,  bed  room,  dining  room  or  kitchen 
and  no  matter  what  price  you  wish  to  pay  they  can  supply  your  wants.  The  illustration 
on  the  page  only  shows  the  front  of  the  lower  floor,  but  once  inside  the  building,  one  finds 
the  store  divided  up  into  different  departments,  and  the  stock  in  every  department  is  sec¬ 
ond  to  none  in  the  city.  Rassner  &  Gysin  have  furnished  some  of  the  best  homes  in  Peru, 
and  these  same  homes  are  testimonials  to  their  ability  as  up-to-date  furnishers. 

Both  gentlemen  were  born  in  Peru  and  have  been  here  nearly  all  their  lives,  consequent¬ 
ly  they  are  both  well  known  and  well  liked.  Efficient,  courteous  service  is  the  rule  of  the 
house,  hence  their  success,  aud  anyone  wishing  anything  in  their  line  will  do  well  to  call. 
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L.  PICARD,  Plumbing,  Gas  Pitting,  Sheet  Metal 
H|l|  Work.  This  tirm  was  established  10  years  ago, 
and  in  that  time  has  grown  to  such  proportions 
that  today  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  are  many  older 
firms  in  the  city,  it  stands  at  the  head  of  the  list.  To  have 
your  work  done  by  Picard,  is  to  get  the  best.  Knowing  this 
fact,  why  not  when  investing  in  a  plumbing  job  spend  just  a 
few  dollars  more  and  have  a  motor  placed  which  will  supply 
your  bath  with  soft  water  from  a  cistern,  with  a  pressure 
equal  to  that  of  the  city  water.  Remember  there  is  no  water 
like  rain  water  for  bathing  purposes,  and  the  motor  stands 
still  until  the  faucet  is  opened,  when  it  commences  to  work 
automatically  and  only  stops  when  the  faucet  is  closed.  If 
you  wish  you  can  have  the  job  so  placed  that  should  your 
cistern  give  out  you  can  by  turning  a  tap  take  city  water 
direct. 

A  good  bath  is  one  luxury  which  every  free-born  Ameri¬ 
can  can  afford,  and  in  putting  in  a  bath  room,  it  pays  as  in  everything  else,  to  get  the  best 
Picard  s  is  the  one  place  in  the  city  where  a  man  who  really  wants  a  good  job  can  get  it 
They  have  placed  plumbing  jobs  in  some  of  the  best  homes  in  Peru,  and  parties  who  are 
in  the  market  for  work  of  this  kind  should  call  on  Mr.  Picard,  who  will  refer  them  by  per¬ 
mission,  to  parties  for  whom  he  has  placed  contracts  in  the  past. 

In  addition,  furnace  work,  tin  work,  roofing,  gas  fitting,  etc.,  are  other  specialties,  and 
only  THE  BEST  workmen  in  the  city  are  employed.  Don't  allow  yourself  to  commence  a 
job  without  Picard's  figures— his  charges  are  always  right.  You  will  find  him  opposite 
the  postofhee. 
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■HE  progress  of  the  age  is  nowhere  more 
clearly  manifested  than  in  the  advance¬ 
ment  made  in  the  last  few  years  in  the 
steam  laundry  business.  When  one  allows  his 
fancy  to  travel  back  to  the  period  of  woman’s  toil 
over  heat  and  steam,  even  then  to  only  accomplish 
in  one  whole  week  what  a  day  brings  forth  in  a 
first-class  modernized  laundry  of  the  present  era, 
he  should  be  glad  that  his  existence  was  ordained 
in  this  truly  enlightened,  labor-saving  age.  A 
well-groomed  man  is  a  pleasing  sight,  and  to  be 
such  he  must  show  the  results  of  a  modern  steam  laundry.  Nowhere  Pre;1  Koa,u 
can  we  find  better  effects  and  more  reasonable  prices  than  at  the  Peru  Steam  Laundry, 
operated  by  Ed.  B.  and  Fred  S.  Ream,  employing  a  corps  of  seventeen  people  and  turning 
out  great  quanities  of  work  daily,  which  meet  in  every  instance,  with  praise  and  satisfac¬ 
tion.  The  laundry  has  lately  been  remodeled  throughout  with  new  machinery  in  every 
department  which  is  run  by  a  fifteen  horse  power  engine  and  a  thirty-live  horse  power 
boiler.  The  premises  occupied  consist  of  a  two  story  building  22x120  feet,  and  when  we 
speak  of  the  Peru  Steam  Laundry,  it  means  perfection  in  the  art  of  linen,  and  is  the  only 
up-to-date  laundry  in  the  city.  They  keep  two  wagons  on  a  rush  calling  for  and  delivering 
work  to  all  parts  of  town.  The  laundry  is  located  on  Third  St.,  opposite  the  postoffice. 

Ed  and  Fred  Ream  are  twin  brothers  and  besides  being  young  men  of  exceptionally 
good  business  ability  are  among  the  social  leaders  of  the  city.  It  is  among  such  young 
men  as  these  that  the  coming  business  generation  builds  its  foundations. 
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WHOLESALE 


^■j-rOHN  COYLE  is  one  of  Peru's  oldest  and  best  known 
g|lg  business  men  and  in  reviewing  the  vastness  of  the 
city’s  past  achievements,  it  is  our  duty  to  make  special 
mention  of  those  who  have  been  most  instrumental  in  build¬ 
ing  up  and  promoting  this  advancement.  Such  remarks  can 
only  apply  to  John  Coyle.  For  over  thirty  years  his  name  has 
been  recorded  on  the  pages  of  those  taking  an  active  part  in 
everything  which  has  an  end  for  good.  It  is  our  purpose  in 
E  getting  out  this  book  to  show  what  Peru  is  to-day,  so  we  will 
not  delve  into  past  history,  but  only  refer  to  the  wholesale 
wine  and  liquor  establishment  of  Mr.  Coyle,  which  he  built  in 
IE?  1883,  and  the  Wayne  Hotel  building  which  he  erected  in  1890. 
:  He  was  also  founder  and  builder  of  the  Peru  Bagging  Factory 
in  1871,  which  is  now  owned  and  run  by  another  firm.  These 
shall  ever1  stand  as  monuments  of  memory  to  the  energy  and 
enterprise  of  John  Coyle.  Mr.  Coyle  is  an  important  factor  in 
the  wine  and  liquor  trade  of  Northern  Indiana,  and  his  patron¬ 
age  is  wide-spread.  None  but  the  purest  goods  are  handled.  In  addition  to  the  above, 
Mr.  Coyle  is  one  of  those  genial,  pleasant,  courteous  gentlemen  to  whom  all  the  world  does 
homage,  inasmuch  as  everybody  with  whom  he  conies  in  contact  likes  and  respects  him. 
If  all  business  men  in  this  grand  old  world  of  ours  were  as  genial  and  pleasant  to  do  busi¬ 
ness  with  as  Mr.  Coyle,  life  would  be  a  dream  indeed. 
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the  inner  man.  Only  tht 
gists”  are  employed 

The  room  is  well  lighted,  and  with  its 
elegant  appointments  is  one  of  the  most 
cheerful  and  enjoyable  resorts  in  the 
city.  In  addition  to  this  Shird  counts 
his  friends  by  the  score. 


SHIRD  DOOLITTLE  was  born  in  Arlington,  Ohio,  1867, 
and  came  to  Peru  in  1889.  Here  he  became  connected  with 
the  Joe  Bergeman  Co.,  and  was  with  that  firm  for  over  three 
years.  Five  montJjf^joryJ^Q^J^i^ed  in  business  for  himself 
on  South 
Broad  way 
and  by  r  u  n 
ning  a  nice 
quiet,  first 
class  place 
he  has  met 
with  won 
derful  sue 
cess. 

Here  one 
finds  only 
thechoicest 
wines,  and 
liquors  and 
the  soft  de¬ 
li  ci  o  u  s  1  y 
cool  drinks 
with  which 
to  regale 
best  “mixolo- 
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v  all  the  manufacturing  industries  and  all  the  mercantile  establishments  in  the  city 
of  Peru  were  by  some  strange  chance  removed  from  our  midst,  with  the  single  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  mammoth  department  store  of  Shirk  &  Miller,  our  citizens  would  still 
have  an  institution  to  which  they  could  point  with  feelings  of  greatest  pride,  realizing  that 
it  was  one  of  the  most  complete  and  fully  stocked  establishments  in  the  state.  This  im¬ 
mense  store  was  founded  by  the  late  E.  H.  Shirk,  and  later  on  G.  G  Miller  was  admitted, 
the  firm  name  then  becoming  Shirk  &  Miller. 

Ihe  stole  is  located  in  the  hirst  National  Bank  block  and  1ms  a  frontage  of  forty -five  feet 
on  Broadway  and  a  depth  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet.  In  addition  to  this  there  is  an 
L  fronting  on  Main  street  thirty  feet  square.  The  firm  occupies  the  basement,  the  first, 
second  and  third  floors,  and  every  available  foot  of  space  is  utilized  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  immense  stock  carried.  There  are  seven  departments  to  this  grand  establishment, 
and  each  department  is  under  the  charge  of  an  efficient  foreman,  fifty-five  clerks  in  all  be¬ 
ing  employed,  which  seems  quite  an  army  to  be  covered  by  one  roof  and  kept  busy  selling- 
goods  from  morning  until  night.  Each  department  is  a  complete  store  in  itself,  and  the 
sales  of  each  are  kept  separate  in  order  that  it  may  be  easily  ascertained  how  the  various 
branches  are  prospering. 

The  basement  is  devoted  to  queensware,  grocery,  flannels,  blankets  and  shoes,  this  stock 
alone  being  sufficient  to  fill  any  ordinary  sized  store  building.  The  first  floor  and  main 
salesroom  fronts  on  Broadway,  and  in  this  department  is  shown  dry  goods,  clothing  and 
shoes.  The  most  exquisite  taste  is  displayed  in  the  arrangement  of  stock,  showing  that  a 
cultured  as  well  as  wisely  directing  eye  is  over  all.  Large  plate  glass  windows  on  either 
side  of  the  entrance  compose  the  front  of  this  room,  the  windows  being  dressed  in  the 
highest  style  of  the' decorator’s  art.  The  second  floor  contains  the  stock  of  overcoat’s 
boys’  and  children’s  clothing,  ladies’  cloaks  and  wraps,  while  the  third  floor  is  devoted  to 
carpets,  window  shades,  curtains  and  wall  paper. 

The  firm  of  Shirk  &  Miller  maintains  its  own  electric  light  plant  and  so  brilliantly  is  the 
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store  illuminated  throughout  that  patrons  are  enabled  to  examine  goods  as  closely  and 
critically  after  nightfall  as  during  thfe  brightest  hour  of  daylight.  The  upper  floors  are 
reached  by  an  elevator  propelled  by  hydraulic  power  and  in  charge  of  a  capable  and  expe¬ 
rienced  operator,  thus  saving  customers  the  fatigue  consequent  upon  ascending  and  de¬ 
scending  long  flights  of  stairs.  One  cannot  view  this  magnificent  establishment  in  its  en¬ 
tirety  without  involuntarily  paying  warm  tribute  to  Mr.  G.  C.  Miller,  to  whose  taste  and 
executive  ability  is  due  such  grand  results  of  mercantile  genius. 

In  the  rear  of  this  mammoth  institution,  and  with  a  frontage  on  Main  street,  is  main, 
tained  the  hardware  store.  Here  may  be  found  a  complete  line  of  stoves,  builders’  hard¬ 
ware,  agricultural  implements  of  every  kind  and  of  the  best  makes  in  the  market.  The  at¬ 
tention  of  the  farmer  is  called  to  this  department.  Nowhere  in  Peru  can  so  large  and  so 
desirable  a  stock  of  implements  be  found,  as  all  the  standard  makes  of  goods  are  kept  con¬ 
stantly  on  hand  A  tinshop  is  also  connected  with  this  branch  of  the  mammoth  store,  and 
persons  needing  anything  in  that  line  can  certainly  find  it  here. 

Peru  is  indeed  fortunate  in  being  able  to  boast  of  a  mercantile  enterprise  of  such  magni-' 
tude  as  that  of  Shirk  &  Miller,  as  it  gives  the  city  a  metropolitan  and  inviting  feature 
which  is  invaluable  in  spreading  its  name  abroad. 

In  addition  the  name  of  Senator  Geo.  C.  Miller,  is  one  that  strikes  a  warm  chord  in  the 
hearts  of  nearly  every  resident  in  Miami  county.  He  came  here  years  ago  a  poor  boy  and 
by  his  own  endeavors  has  worked  himself  up  until  he  is  now  sole  manager  of  the  above 
named  firm,  and  a  public  official  in  whom  the  people  have  explicit  faith.  An  illustration  of 
the  Shirk  &  Miller  store  will  be  found  on  the  folder  in  the  front  of  this  book. 
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jULVIN  MORRIS  was  born  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  July  26,  1844.  In 
December,  1861,  he  was  enrolled  as  a  member  of  the  city  Fire 
Department,  where  he  remained  until  the  Civil  War  broke 
out  and  he  enlisted  with  the  117th  N.  Y.  (The  Heroes  of  Fort  Fisher  ) 
He  served  his  country  ’neath  the  grand  old  stars  and  stripes  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  mustered  out  at  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  and  later 
together  with  his  company,  was  tendered  a  reception  at  Albany  and 
Utica,  where  the  citizens  vied  with  one  another  in  showering  praise  on 
the  “Heroes  of  the  Battle.  ”  Mr.  Morris  remained  in  Utica  until  the 
spring  of  1867,  when  he  journeyed  to  Chicago.  From  Chicago  to  Janes¬ 
ville,  Wis.,  where  he  had  a  sub-contract  for  sawing  wood  for  Chicago  &  Northwestern  R 
R.  for  the  different  stations  from  Chicago  to  Green  Bay,  a  distance  of  242  miles.  Later, 
however,  the  roads  began  burning  coal  in  the  engines,  and  he  came  back  to  Chicago,  where 
he  remained  until  1870  when  he  came  to  Peru.  Here  he  went  to  work  for  the  Indiana 
Manufacturing  Co.,  and  worked  for  them  two  years.  About  this  time  the  merchants  were 
being  annoyed  with  petty  burglaries,  and  it  was  decided  to  put  on  two  merchant  police. 
Mr.  Morris  wTas  selected  as  one  of  these,  and  remained  in  the  service  two  years  when  he 
was  elected  city  marshall.  He  served  two  years  and  was  then  re-elected,  making  four 
years  as  marshall.  After  his  second  term  expired  he  found  he  was  unable  to  work  at  his 
trade  owing  to  an  accident  received  while  marshall.  So  in  1882  he  again  accepted  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  merchant  policeman  and  has  been  employed  in  that  capacity  ever  since — 19  years. 
Altogether  counting  the  time  he  was  marshall  and  the  two  years  before  that,  Mr.  Morris 
has  been  on  the  streets  25  years.  During  this  time  his  record  has  been  all  that  could  be 
desired,  and  Al.  well  deserves  the-praise  which  is  everyday  given  him  by  his  hosts  of  friends. 
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F.  WEIMER  has  been  twofold  but  doubtfully 
!  blessed  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  by  a 
grocery  store  and  a  son.  Upon  the  latter  he 
places  the  responsibility  of  attracting  attention  to  this 
page.  A  picture  of  a  5  cent  watermelon  would  doubtless 
bring  equal  results. 

This  picture  speaks  for,  and  the  son  is  a  living  proof 
of,  the  fattening  qualities  of  Weimer’s  eatables.  This  is 
his  testimony,  a  la  kidney-pill  advertisement:  “Have 
used  Weimer’s  groceries  for  25  years,  and  am  highly 
satisfied  with  their  nutritious  qualities.  Will  use  no 
other  as  long  as  these  don't  cost  anything.” 

We  (pate)'  et  fils)  beg  leave  to  make  the  original  re¬ 
mark  that  our  stock  is  large  and  varied,  also  that  we 
are  courteous  to  the  extent  that  we  turn  our  faces  while 
our  dear  customers  are  picking  out  the  largest  of  every¬ 
thing. 

We  are  very  proud  of  the  amount  of  business  wTe  do, 
and  you  will  always  find  everything  on  the  jump  in  our 
store  (except  the  cheese;)  everyone  -working  but  the 


canned  fruit. 

This  sounds  frivolous,  but  does  not  signify  that  we  cannot  be  serious.  Our  coffee  busi¬ 
ness  is  indeed  a  serious  thing  with  us.  We  are  the  original  sellers  and  advertisers  of 
strictly  high  grade  coffees.  We  have  made  a  scientific  study  of  blending,  and  make  an 
effort  to  give  the  best  value  for  the  least  money.  Result:  a  pleased  patronage,  a  big  busi¬ 
ness  and  a  bright  future. 


41 


2be  City  of  |peru,  ms  ^Business  ibouses,  factories,  Schools  and  Residences. 


HE  PERU  DAILY  CHRONICLE,  owned  and  published  by  Charles  Winter  is  Peru’s 
most  popular  and  valuable  newspaper — Independent  in  all  things  and  neutral  in 
nothing.  The  Chronicle  enjoys  the  confidence  of  a  large  clientele,  is  candid 
and  fearless  in  the  discussion  of  all  questions  affecting  the  public  welfare,  and  can  always 


be  counted  on  as  be¬ 
ing  free  and  above 
board  in  all  its  deal¬ 
ings  with  the  public. 

What  you  see  in 
the  columns  of  the 
Chronicle  you  can 
rely  on,  which  is  a 
great  deal  more  than 
can  be  said  of  most 
newspapers  of  the 
present  day  and  age. 

Aside  from  this, 
the  columns  of  the 
Chronicle  are  always 
open  to  the  public 


for  the  discussion  of  the  various  questions  which  arise  in  daily  life  and 
for  this  fact  alone  it  deserves  the  commendation  of  the  citizens  of  Peru 
Not  long  since  the  Chronicle  plant  was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire, 
but  in  less  than  a  week  a  newT  office  building  was  secured  and  today 
the  Chronicle  is  the  most  modern  and  up-to-date  newspaper  plant  in 
the  city.  The  illustrations  on  this  page  show  their  new  Cranston,  news¬ 
paper  press  and  Lambert  gas  engine,  both  of  the  latest  pattern. 
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T  the  corner  of  Third  and  Broadway  you  will  find  The 
Blue  Drug  Store,  the  oldest  and  best  drug  store  in 
the  county,  this  store  has  the  reputation  of  selling 
only  the  best  drugs  that  can  be  obtained,  and  by  keeping 
only  the  best,  have  made  the  people  of  Peru  feel  that  what¬ 
ever  they  buy  at  The  Blue  Drug  Store  is  the  best  quality  on 
the  market.  It  is  a  store  where  confidence  dwells  eternal. 
Prank  Carter  the  proprietor,  is  a  young  man  who  thoroughly' 
understands  the  business  and  believes  in  employing  only  the 
best  assistants,  and  has  a  corps  of  clerks  that  are  equal  to 
the  largest  and  best  stores  in  the  cities,  each  clerk  is  a  reg¬ 
istered  pharmacist  and  capable  of  filling  the  most  difficult 
prescriptions. 


You  will  also  find  a  line  of  fine  cigars  including  all  the  best 
brands  of  Imported,  Key  West  and  Domestic  cigars.  Dur- 
the  hot  weather  you  will  also  find  an  expert  soda  dispenser 
in  charge  of  the  soda  fountain  dispensing  all  the  latest  thirst 
quenchers.  A  true  saying — The  best  of  materials  put  to 
gether  by  people  who  know  how,  at  The  Blue  Drug  Store. 

In  addition  to  the  above  a  full  line  of  all  the  leading  patent 
medicines  is  always  carried  in  stock— fresh  from  the  lab¬ 
oratories.  We  buy  the  right  things  at  the  right  time,  and 
after  we  get  them  bought,  we  have  trade  enough  to  get  rid 
of  them  before  they  have  a  chance  to  become  old.  These  are 
a  few  of  the  things  it  is  always  wise  to  consider  before  buy¬ 
ing  drugs. 
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In  getting  up  a  book  of  this  kind  the  first  hard  problem 
we  had  to  solve  was  how  to  get  out  a  souvenir  edition  and 
still  eliminate  the  bad  features  and  retain  the  good  ones. 
We  decided  first  of  all  that  there  should  be  no  “display  ads” 
because  they  would  be  out  of  place  and  also  that  people 
would  not  care  to  place 
such  a  book  in  their  libra¬ 
ries.  The  next  thing  to 
consider  was  the  binding 
It  would  not  due  to  use 


paper,  because  it  would 
soon  wear  out  and  people 
would  throw  the  book 
away,  consequently  we 
decided  on  cloth.  The 
picture  question  was  one 
al  d.  Beasley  that  gave  us  a  great  deal 

of  worry  until  Dr.  J.  W.  McGruder  who  is  an  amateur 
photographer  of  well-known  ability,  kindly  offered  us  the 
use  of  his  private  collection  of  photographs,  which  we 
found  to  cover  almost  everything  we  would  wish  to  use. 
Especially  is  Dr.  McGruders  line  work  noticeable  in  the 
view  of  the  interior  of  the  Miami  County  Loan  Building, 
the  Wallace  Farm  pictures,  and  those  of  the  Miller  Stock 
Farm.  Likewise  the  views  of  the  Broadway  bridge,  the 
Wallace  bridge,  the  tire  department,  Wilson  &  Nichelson’s 


DR.  .T.  W.  MCGRUDER 
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livery,  Murden’s  livery,  the  private  residences,  etc.  Without  Dr.  McGruder’s  aid  the 
book  would  not  have  been  gotten  out  and  we  wish  to  thus  publicly  express  our  thanks. 
The  portrait  we  present  of  him  was  made  by  Duke  Graff  and  while  the  Doctor  is  not  in 
the  city  at  present  we  are  taking  the  liberty  of  presenting  it  anyhow.  The  other  portraits 
of  the  various  faces  are  by  Lentz  Bros  and  Mr.  Somers. 

We  worked  earnestly  and  hard  to  have  everj^body  represented  in  the  book  and  if  they 
are  not,  no  man  can  say;  “They  didn’t  come  to  see  me.”  Every  man  has  gotten  just 
exactly  the  same  treatment,  and  exactly  the  same  price.  We  have  no  favorites.  Of  course 
we  realize  that  after  the  book  is  out  there  will  be  a  whole  lot  of  sore  heads  who  will-pick  out 

a  thousand  and  one  things  that  should  have  been  repre¬ 
sented,  but  if  these  people  could  place  themselves  in  our 
position  and  think  they  could  do  better— why — they 
have  the  same  privilege  we  had — let  them  try  it. 

We  also  wish  to  publicly  thank  Miss  Alma  Griggs, 
the  compositor  who  has  set  the  entire  book.  As  a  rapid, 
accurate  compositor  Miss  Griggs  has  few  equals  and  no 
superiors.  She  has  been  a  member  of  the  Republican 
force  for  almost  a  year,  and  by  her  quiet,  dignitied  de¬ 
meanor  and  genial  good  nature  has  made  hosts  of 
friends  in  Peru  and  won  the  respect  of  all.  Miss  Griggs 
is  perhaps  the  most  rapid  and  most  accurate  composi¬ 
tor  in  the  city.  She  averages  $11.00  per  week,  and  fre¬ 
quently  earns  as  high  as  $15.  During  the  last  eight 
weeks  she  has  drawn  over  $98,  an  average  of  over  $12 
per  week. 
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THE  GREAT  WALLACE  SHOWS 


UgOMETIMES  when  crops  is 
backward  and  the  stock 
gits  sick  and  dies, 

And  a  feller  can’t  lay  up  a 
cent,  no  matter  how  he  tries, 
I  go  a-mopin’  round  the  farm, 
all  sorry-like  until 
My  eyes  light  up  with  pleasure 
when  I  see  a  circus  bill. 

Then  all  the  world  seems  new 
and  fresh  and  everything  is 
bright, 

I  whistle  clear  from  breakfast 
till  I  do  the  chores  at  night, 
And  say  to  fate,  “Who  keers  a 
cent,  no  matter  how  you 
frown, 

For  we’ll  git  a  glimpse  o’  sun¬ 
shine  when  the  circus  comes 
to  town.” 

Never  were  truer 
words  penned  than  the 
above.  There  is  no 
man  in  the  world  to-day 
but  what  feels  that 
throb  of  excitement  as 


“On  The  Banks  of  The  Wabash  Far  Away.”  the  glittering  pageant 

moves  down  the  street,  that  he  felt  when  a  boy.  If  he  does  not,  then  as  Petroleum  V. 
Nasby  once  said:  “His  liver  must  Irive  got  mixed  up  with  the  corns  on  his  feet.” 

In  1881,  B.  B.  Wallace,  now  sola  ovner  and  mmager  of  the  show  which  has  since  been 


i. 
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characterized  by  the  press  and  public  as  “The  Highest  class  circus  in  the  World,”  formed 
a  partnership  with  Jas.  Anderson,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  placed  a  small  wagon  show  on 
the  road.  The  first  stop  was  at  Zenia,  Ind.,  and  from  there  on  down  through  and  over  into 
the  mountains  of  Kentucky.  The  show  met  with  phenomenal  success,  and  in  1886  after 
two  seasons  of  wagons,  the  show  was  transferred  to  the  railroad  class.  Here  again  its  suc¬ 
cess  followed  it  and  year  after  year  it  grew  steadily  and  became  better  and  better.  In  1890 
Mr.  Wallace  bought  his  partner  out  and  became  sole  owner  and  manager,  Mr.  Anderson 
returning  to  Columbus,  where  he  was  elected  chief  of  police  and  served  for  several  years. 

Since  then  the  show  has  been  better  than  ever,  and  today  it  is  one  of  the  largest  of  all 
large  enterprises  which  the  city  of  Peru  claims  as  her  own  From  the  time  the  show 
comes  into  winter  quarters  in  the  fall,  until  it  leaves  again  in  the  spring,  all  Peru  is  busy 
getting  ready  for  the  spring  opening.  This  is  one  reason  why  every  citizen  in  Peru,  boasts 
of  his  city  as  the  home  of  the  “Wallace  Shows.”  All  the  wagon-building,  upholstering, 
painting,  carjjeting,  printing,  car  work,  etc.,  that  can  be  done  in  this  city  is  placed  with 
home  contractors,  and  one  can  readily  see  that  from  the  amount  of  work  needed  for  a 
colossal  enterprise  of  this  kind,  that  this  in  itself  is  one  of  the  large  items  that  go  to  make 
up  the  volume  of  the  city’s  business.  Out  at  the  farm  (views  of  which  are  shown  on  oppo¬ 
site  pages)  one  finds  thousands  of  dollars  invested  in  the  large  buildings,  which  taken  col¬ 
lectively  would  almost  make  a  good  sized  village  by  themselves. 

The  home  farm  is  the  one  which  originally  belonged  to  the  old  chief  of  the  Miami  Indians, 
and  is  perhaps  one  of  the  most  beautifully  situated  farms  in  the  state.  It  is  about  24  miles 
out  of  town,  and  farm  by  farm  Mr.  Wallace  has  added  one  after  another  to  his  already 
large  land  possessions  until  it  is  only  a  question  of  a  fewr  years  more,  until  both  sides  of 
the  road  from  the  winter  quarters  into  town  will  be  one  vast  farm  united  under  his 
ownership. 

Another  feature  of  the  “Great  Wallace  Shows,”  which  has  gone  far  indeed  toward  plan- 
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ing  the  show  in  the  high  niche  of  public  esteem  which  it  occupies  today,  is  its  horses.  Mr. 
Wallace  is  one  of  the  best  judges  of  horseflesh  in  the  country,  aud  the  fact  that  he  does  all 
his  own  buying  in  this  line,  has  placed  the  show  where  the  “Finest  Horses  of  any  Show 
on  Earth”  may  be  written  all  over  its  advertising  matter,  and  be  borne  out  by  facts.  The 
winter  quarters  are  every  day  visited  by  horsemen  from  all  over  the  country,  and  the 
above  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all,  while  during  the  summer  season  when  the  show  hap¬ 
pens  to  meet  an  opposition  circus  in  the  same  town,  the  opposition’s  horses  as  compared 
with  those  of  the  “Wallace  Circus”  look  like  livery  hacks  alongside  of  thoroughbreds. 

Personally,  B.  E.  Wallace  is  a  man  possessed  of  that  magnetic  individuality,  which 
always  characterizes  a  man  “born  to  be  a  leader  among  men.”  Introduced  to  him  you  feel 
the  hearty  clasp  of  a  warm  hand,  and  are  made  the  recipient  of  a  frank,  hearty  greeting, 
but  all  the  time  a  pair  of  cool  lialf-piercing,  half-smiling  eyes  are  sizing  you  up  for  just  ex¬ 
actly  what  you  are.  It  is  this  individuality,  coupled  with  extraordinarily  good  business 
ability,  that  has  made  Mr.  Wallace  a  power  in  the  world,  and  yet  a  man  loved  and  respected 
by  all.  In  Mrs.  Wallace  their  beautiful  city  home  on  Broadway  has  a  queenly  mistress, 
and  no  social  function  in  the  city  is  ever  complete  without  them. 
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■  HE  handling1  of  groceries  and  provisions  is  one  of 
the  most  important  branches  of  trade  carried  on 
in  any  city,  and  one  of  the  most  reliable  houses 
here  is  that  of  A.  A.  Ream.  The  stock  is  well  selected  and 
embraces  everything  in  the  way  of  fancy  and  staple  gro¬ 
ceries,  canned  goods,  teas, 


coffees,  provisions,  etc. 
In  fact,  everything  in  the 
grocery  line  is  kept  and 
the  house  differs  from 
the  ordinary  store  in  that 
it  is  large  enough  to  deal 
in  everything  that  the 
people  need,  and  does  not 
have  to  make  its  profits 
off  of  a  limited  number  of 
articles.  Everything  is 
up-to-date  and  goods  are 
delivered  to  customers  in 
any  part  of  the  city.  Mr. 
Ream  is  among  the  most 
progressive  and  reliable 
business  men  of  the  city,  and  under  his  able  management 
the  usefulness  and  popularity  of  this  house  has  been  ex¬ 
tended.  The  picture  on  the  right  shows  Mr.  Ream  as  he 
looked  when  he  enlisted  with  the  “Bo3^s  in  Blue”  in  '61. 
The  other  his  business  house  as  it  is  to-day. 


JOHN  H.  MILLER’S  STOCK  FARM. 
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%  —  JOHN  H.  MILLER’S  STOCK  FARM - —  - ® 

rpH^^VERYONE  should  take  a  trip  to  the  well  equipped  stock  farm  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Miller, 
i^ustra^ons  which  are  shown  on  the  opposite  page.  A  look  through  his  grand 
herd  of  Polled  Durham  cattle,  which  is  recognized  by  all  as  the  leading  herd  of 
this  great  hornless  breed  which  is  characterized  as  “The  American  Farmer’s  Cow,”  will 
convince  even  the  most  skeptical  that  here,  indeed  is  a  man  who  years  ago,  “set  his  star  in 
the  sky”  and  followed  it  upward  to  success.  Being  a  practical  farmer  and  cattle  breeder 
from  the  time  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  the  proprietor  of  this  farm  was  one  well 
calculated  for  the  place  when  he  decided  to  take  up  this  breed  when  in  its  infancy  and  place 
it  at  the  top  of  the  ladder  occupied  by  the  older  breeds.  And  it  has  since  proved  that  it 
was  indeed  fortunate  for  this  babe  that  it  found  so  practical  a  god-father. 

In  1891  Mr.  Miller  bought  his  lirst  herd  of  Polled  Durham  cattle,  for  which  he  paid  the 
sum  of  $6,000.  Since  then  under  his  practical  management  the  herd  has  been  crossed,  in¬ 
creased  and  bettered  until  today  it  stands  pre-eminently  at  the  head  of  its  class  in  the 
world.  As  to  the  value  of  the  herd  today  we  have  ,  only  to  quote  an  article  from  the 
Breeder’s  Gazette,  of  March  6,  1901.  It  says: 

“At  the  recent  combination  sale  of  cattle  at  Indianapolis,  some  of  the  Short-horns  were  not  up  to  a  high  standard  as 
to  quality  or  flesh,  and  the  auctioneers  complained  of  this  condition.  Mr. . I.  H.  Miller,  Peru,  Ind.,  the  famous  breeder  of 
Polled  Durhams,  was  present  and  when  one  of  the  good  young  heifers  came  into  the  ring  he  placed  a  bid  or  two  on  her. 
When  Col.  Edmonson  then  in  the  auctioneer’s  stand,  noticed  the  bidder  he  stopped  and  said:  “Mr.  Miller  of  Peru  is  bid¬ 
ding.  He  Is  always  after  the  good  ones,  and  if  they  were  good  enough  and  without  horns  he  would  buy  them  all:”  and 
then  he  added:  “I  wish  every  man  in  this  audience  could  go  to  Mr.  Miller’s  place  and  see  the  kind  of  cattle  he  is  breeding. 
I  have  seen  them  and  it  would  do  you  good.  If  Mr.  Miller  will  allow  me  to  select  fifty  head  from  his  herd  and  allow  me  to 
advertise  them  and  conduct  the  sale  I  will  guarantee  him  $50,000.” 

This  herd  numbers  about  200  and  won  first  and  second  prizes  all  through  class,  together 
with  five  medals,  at  the  World's  Fair,  1893.  Also,  eight  prizes  in  the  grand  sweepstakes, 
open  to  all  general  purpose  breeds.  Grand  sweepstakes  on  young  herd  of  five  animals 
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under  two  years  thirty-five  prizes  in  all.  Also,  at  the  great  international  live-stock  show 
held  at  Chicago  Dec.  1  to  8,  1900,  this  herd  won  eleven  of  the  twelve  first  premiums,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  four  championships,  and  first  and  second  herd  prizes,  in  all  twenty-seven 
prizes.  Among  its  members  of  the  pure  Scotch  families  are,  “Victorias,”  “Lavenders,” 
“Golden  Drops, ”  “Secrets,”  “Bramptons,”  “Violets, ”  and  “Imported  Lady  Clare's.”  Of 
the  American  families,  “Young  Mary’s,”  “Young  Phyllises,”  “Rose  of  Sharons,”  and 
“Desdemonas.  ” 

The  farm  lays  about  M  miles  north  of  Peru,  and  the  drive  out  is  over  one  of  the  prettiest 
country  roads  in  the  state.  Arriving  at  the  farm  one  finds  a  beautiful  rural  scene,  spread 
out  in  a  moving  panorama,  that  is  pleasing  to  the  eye.  The  large  level  meadows  are  dotted 
here  and  there  by  herds  of  the  famous  cattle,  while  in  the  smaller  meadow  to  the  left  a 
herd  of  beautiful  little  Shetland  ponies  are  tossing  their  heads  and  eyeing  the  stranger 
with  looks  of  distrust.  In  front,  the  beautiful  home  with  its  iron  ornamental  fencing  and 
graveled  drives,  looks  like  a  diamond  of  the  first  water  in  a  setting  of  pure  gold;  while 
back  of  the  house  the  large  barns,  sheds,  graneries,  engine  rooms,  machinery  buildings, 
etc.  give  the  finishing  touch  to  this  picture  of  prosperity,  happiness  and  content. 

In  the  barns,  one  finds  that  even  here,  the  thoughtful  mind  of  the  proprietor  has  fol¬ 
lowed  his  cattle  and  provided  for  their  comfort.  Over  each  stall  is  a  large  revolving  fan 
which  even  on  the  hottest  days  keeps  the  barn  free  from  flies  and  insects,  and  the  air 

fresh  and  pure.  In  everything  else,  it  is  the  same  story— there  seems  to  be  nothing  left 
undone. 

Socially,  Mr.  Miller  is  a  thorough  gentleman,  genial,  refined  and  courteous,  and  one  too, 
whose  word  is  never  questioned.  To  have  business  dealings  with  John  H.  Miller  is  to  be 
sure  of  fair,  square,  courteous  treatment.  In  Mrs.  Miller  the  elegant  home  has  a  charm¬ 
ing  mistress  whom  everybody  likes,  not  only  for  her  charming  manner,  but  her  ability  as 
a  hostess  as  well. 
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It  is  an  old,^old  story,  but  nevertheless  a  true,  one,  that  next 
to  A  GOOD  WIFE  A  RAILROAD  MAN’S  WATCH  is  his  most  Constant 
and  faithful  and  companion.  A  good  wife  brings  happiness, 
success  and  prosperity.  A  good  watch  brings  safety,  confi¬ 
dence,  pleasure,  and  earns  money;  on  the  reliability  of  a  rail¬ 
road  man’s  watch  his  life  frequently  depends,  and  many  other 
precious  lives  entrusted  to  his  care,  besides  much  valuable 
property.  The  best  wife,  and  the  best  watch,  are  none  too 
good  for  a  good  railroad  man.  Don't  abuse  your  wife— don’t 
abuse  your  watch — and  you  will  live  longer,  be  more  prosper¬ 
ous,  always  satisfied,  and  always  on  time. 

BABER  &  MITCHELL, 

Watch  Inspectors  for  the  L.  E.  &  W.  Railway. 

Peru,  Indiana, 


|»^8|ON’T  abuse  your 
watch.  A  watch 
<*£&&&  is  a  most  won 
derful  and  very  delicate 
piece  of  mechanism,  and 
like  the  human  system, 
needs  the  utmost  care 
and  attention  to  keep  it 
in  a  healthy  condition. 
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SHE  ages  are  changing.  A  few  years  ago  little 
or  nothing  was  known  of  electricity, — today  it 
is  a  vast  science  giving  employment  to  thous¬ 
ands  of  brain  workers,  and  furnishing  heat,  light  and 
power  for  the  wheels  of  business.  There  is  no  voca¬ 
tion  open  to  the  American  youth  today,  which  affords 
such  a  rare  chance  for  advancement,  as  does  the  study 
of  this  same  mysterious  force.  A  few,  a  very  few,  have 
climbed  the  ladder  and  reached  a  point  where  they  can 
look  back  over  the  past  years  of  work  and  study,  and 
say  to  themselves,  “I  have  done  well.”  To  this  class 
belongs  Martin  J.  Mylott,  the  present  superintendent 
of  the  Peru  Electric  Light  Plant. 

Mr.  Mylott  was  born  Jan.  10,  1876,  and  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Notre  Dame  electrical  and  mechanical  school  at 
Decatur,  Ind.  He  was  for  live  years  superintendent  of 
both  the  private  and  public  electric  light  plants,  and  for 
two  years  superintendent  of  the  public  plant  at 
Seymour.  He  is  a  young  man  whom  one  might  say  was 
born  an  electrician,  at  least,  so  closely  has  he  followed 
his  chosen  vocation,  that  even  as  a  comparati  vely  young  man  he  is  well  qualified  to  give 
some  of  the  older  electricians  valuable  pointers.  He  came  to  Peru,  January  15,  1901,  and 
since  his  arrival  has  placed  all  the  new  machinery,  bettered  and  improved  the  plant  until 
today,  the  Peru  electric  station  stands  second  to  none  in  the  state. 

Socially,  Mr.- Mylott  is  a  jovial,  jolly,  good  fellow,  an  excellent  story-teller,  a  true  gentle¬ 
man  and  a  sober,  sound  business  man  of  rare  judgment.  He  has  won  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  city  officials  as  well  as  his  hosts  of  friends,  and  deserves  his  success. 


roadway  Bridge  Over  the  Wahasli  River. 
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WILSON  &  NICHEL- 
SON,  Livery  Feed  and 
Sale  Stable.  This  barn 
is  the  newest  and  most 
up-to-date  in  the  city. 
Their  stock  of  horses  is  a 
superior  one.  Those  who 
delight  in  driving  good, 
fast  horses  and  the  new¬ 
est  things  in  rubber  tired 
traps,  buggies  and  car¬ 
riages  should  not  fail  to 
give  the  above  named 
gentlemen  a  call.  They 
furnish  picnic  wagons, 
pleasure  vans;  rubber 
tired  hacks  for  socials, 
parties,  funerals,  etc,  and 
in  short,  to  have  Wilson 
&  Nichelson,  furnish  your  rig  is  to  get  the  best  there  is  going.  Boarding  is  a  special, 
whether  b}^  day  or  month,  and  the  best  care  is  always  taken  of  stock  by  experienced  stable¬ 
men,  while  none,  but  freshest  and  best  hay  and  grain  are  fed.  Both  members  of  the  firm 
are  men  of  unmistakable  integrity  and  enterprise  and  fully  deserve  a  large  measure  of 
public  favor  and  patronage.  The  portraits  of  both  gentlemen  will  be  found  elsewhere. 
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visitor  to 
s  usually 
by  his 

relatives  or  friends  for 
a  drive  out  past  the 
“Great  Wallace  Show 
Winter  Quarters.”  The 
farm  is  located  on  the 
point  of  land  between 
the  Mississinewa  and 
Wabash  rivers  and  is 
conceeded  by  all  to  be 
the  prettiest  farm  in 
Northern  Indiana.  Al¬ 
most  as  level  as  a  floor, 
with  the  Wabash  river 
as  a  background  and 
the  Missi  s  s  i  n  n  e  w  a 
dashing  along  in  front, 
with  its  neatly  painted 

fences  and  elegant  buildings,  it  is  indeed  a  place  that  Col.  B.  E.  Wallace  may  well  feel 
proud  of.  The  illustration  shows  the  bridge  over  the  Mississinewa  with  the  “Winter 
Quarters”  in  the  back  ground,  and  the  different  views  of  the  farm  will  be  found  on 
another  page. 
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^ARON  N.  DUKES  was  born  on  the  27th  day  of 


October,  1834;  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Miami  County  in  1846,  and  has  been  one  of  its 
most  successful  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  ever 
since.  He  attended  the  public  schools  during  winter 
seasons,  where  he  acquired  a  good  practical  education, 
and  when  out  of  school  improved  his  time  working  on 
the  farm,  early  acquainting  himself  with  the  details  of 
that  useful  occupation.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  his  seventeenth  year,  at  which  time  he  abandoned 
agricultural  pursuits  and  accepted  the  position  of  sales¬ 
man  in  the  mercantile  house  of  E.  H.  Shirk,  Peru,  in 
which  capacity  he  continued  one  year,  effecting  a  co¬ 
partnership  with  his  employer  at  the  end  of  that  time, 
in  a  general  store  at  the  town  of  Gilead.  After  re¬ 
maining  in  the  latter  place  about  two  years  he  disposed 
of  his  interest,  and  in  1856  removed  to  Mankato,  Minne¬ 
sota,  where  until  1862  he  was  engaged  in  merchandis¬ 
ing,  milling  and  dealing  in  real  estate,  retaining  his 
connection  with  Mr.  Shirk  in  the  meantime.  He  re- 
tui ned  to  Pei  u,  Ind.,  in  the  latter  year,  and  from  that  date  until  1865  was  a  partner  of  Mv 
Shirk  in  the  general  merchandise  business,  their  house  during  that  period  being  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  successful  of  the  kind  in  Northern  Indiana.  He  withdrew  from  the 
firra  in  1865,  and  in  partnership  with  J.  H.  Jamison  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  pork  pack¬ 
ing  business,  which  branches  of  iudustry  were  conducted  with  financial  profit  until  1868. 
Mr.  Dukes  purchasing  his  partners  interest  that  year.  In  1881  he  was  appointed  receiver 
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of  the  Indiana  Manufacturing  Company  of  Peru,  one  of  the  largest  manufacturing  enter¬ 
prises  of  the  State,  to  which  he  has  since  devoted  his  entire  attention. 

Mr.  Dukes  took  an  ac¬ 
tive  part  in  the  Sioux 
war  of  Minnesota  in  1862, 
having  been  for  some 
time  in  command  of  the 
military  post  of  Mankato. 

Mr.  Dukes  has  ever 
been  first  and  foremost 
in  all  that  tended  for  the 
upbuilding  of  the  town 
and  the  good  of  the  whole 
people,  and  if  Peru  ever 
has  an  electric  line  con¬ 
necting  it  with  other 
towns,  it  will  be  largety 
due  to  Mr.  Dukes  efforts. 

Mrs.  Dukes,  as  mis¬ 
tress  of  their  lovely  home 
on  East  Third  street  is  a 
charming  hostess,  refined 
and  accomplished,  and  possessing  that  dainty  knack  of  making  everybody  feel  at  home. 

The  above  illustration  shows  their  elegant  home  on  East  Third  street. 
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N  all  cities,  large  or  small,  among  the  various  tailoring  firmsi 
there  are  those  of  such  high  standing  as  to  be  regarded  as 
leaders,  and  whose  work  when  seen  on  the  streets,  in  the 
hotel  lobbies,  in  business  houses,  etc.,  is  such  as  to  command  the 
respect  and  admiration  of  their  contemporaries  and  the  public  in 
general.  Such  a  firm  is  that  of  Merner  &  Kramer,  Merchant 
Tailors. 

Located  at  55  South  Broadway,  one  door  from  the  corner  of 
Broadway  &  Second,  their  tailoring  department  stands  second  to 
none  in  point  of  stock,  grade  and  number  of  samples  from  which 
to  select  your  spring,  fall  or  winter  suitings. 

Here  one  always  meets  with  that  courteous  even  treatment, 
which  in  itself,  is  the  keynote  of  success  in  business.  One  also 
finds  low  prices  and  good  goods. 

The  partnership  was  formed  in  Sept.  1897,  and  the  steady  and 
phenomenal  growth  of  the  business  has  been,  as  we  said  before, 
entirely  due  to  the  good  business  qualifications  and  “up-to-date” 
work  of  the  above  firm. 

We  need  say  no  more.  They  are  known  to  all  and  a  trial  order 
for  a  spring  suit  will  convince  even  the  most  skeptical  of  the  truth 
of  the  above  statement. 

The  illustration  shows  their  business  house  on  Broadway. 
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NE  of  the  most 
deservedly  pop¬ 
ular  liquor 
stores  in  this  section  is 
that  conducted  by  J.  L 
Coyle  and  F.  J.  Coyle,  lo¬ 
cated  at  the  corner  of 
Broadway  and  West  Main 
street.  The  spacious 
storeroom  occupied  is  ele¬ 
gantly  furnished,  while 
the  bar  is  well  stocked. 
All  of  the  best  brands  of 
foreign  and  domestic 
wines,  whiskies,  ales  and 
beers  are  always  on  hand 
in  liberal  quantities,  and 
an  extensive  line  of  high 
grade  cigars  is  at  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  the  public.  Any  style  of  fancy  or  mixed  drinks  are  obtainable.  Three  billiard 
tables  afford  lovers  of  the  “ivory”  sport  an  opportunity  to  indulge  in  the  game,  while  the 
attendance  is  first  class.  It  will  be  one  year  in  April  since  Messrs.  Coyle  Bros,  assumed 
charge  of  this  place.  They  are  thoroughly  posted  in  all  the  details  of  their  business;  are 
most°atfable  and  congenial  gentlemen,  and  their  place  would  do  credit  to  any  one  of  the 

larger  cities. 
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^H^aOHN  H.  STEPHENS,  real  estate  and  loan  agent.  Mr.  Stephens  was  born  in  Pulaski 
county,  Ind.,  Jan.  6,  1866.  Left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  he  was  reared  by  the 
family  of  Jas.  B.  Smith  in  Washington  township.  He  attended  the  district  school 
until  his  16th  year,  when  he  entered  the  Peru  high  school  and  was  a  student  3  years.  Paying 
his  way  by  teaching  school,  he  attended  other  institutions  of  learning  such  as  the  Indiana 
State  Normal,  and  an  elective  course  of  two  years  at  DePauw  University. 

In  1890  he  began  newspaper  work  in  the  service  of  the  Logansport  Reporter,  as  manager 
of  out  of  town  work.  Soon  after  this  he  was  engaged  in  a  reportorial  capacity  with  the 
Miami  County  Sentinel,  and  while  holding  that  position  wrote  a  history  of  the  county  for 
that  paper. 

In  1891  he  established  the  Bunker  Hill  Press  and  Stock  Farm.  However,  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  other  plans  in  a  short  time  induced  him  to  remove  the  Press  to  Peru  and  start 
the  Record.  This  paper  had  a  phenomenal  success  from  the  start  and  at  the  time  Mr. 
Stephens  sold  out,  it  had  the  largest  circulation  of  any  newspaper  in  the  county. 

In  1896  he  published  a  history  of  Miami  county,  a  book  of  380  pages  and  a  work  of  some 
merit.  A  little  over  a  year  ago,  he  also  compiled  the  last  city  directory  which  was  at  that 
time  complete  and  up-to-date. 

Mr.  Stephens  is  a  Mason,  Odd  Fellow  and  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Maccabees,  and 
with  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and 
loan  business,  and  it  has  been  said  that  he  does  more  business  in  this  line  than  any  other 
two  agents  in  the  city.  He  is  located  Room  5,  old  Brownell  Block. 
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the  details  of  constructing  a  building  there  is 
®|n  no  part  that  needs  so  careful  attention  as  the 
plumbing  and  steam  fitting.  On  the  proper 
installation  of  the  plumbing  depends  the  comfort  and 
health  of  the  occupants  of  the  structure,  and  on  that 
account  only  the  most  practical  men  should  be  em¬ 
ployed.  Mr.  M.  Reilly  is  a  sanitary  expert  and  has 
had  a  long  and  varied  experience  in  the  business.  He 
is  fully  prepared  to  scientifically  and  practically 
handle  plumbing,  gas  fitting  and  steam  fitting  of  any 
kind  and  he  guarantees  satisfactory  results  at  low 
prices.  At  his  establishment,  71  South  Broadway, 
he  carries  a  full  line  of  bath  tubs,  water  closets, 
bowls,  sinks  and  general  sanitary  supplies.  Mr. 
Reilly  has  developed  a  large  trade,  and  is  always 
found  very  prompt,  reliable  and  courteous  in  his 
dealings  with  the  public.  He  is  a  progressive  busi¬ 
ness  man  and  enjoys  the  full  confidence  and  esteem 
of  the  whole  community. 

Estimates  are  promptly  furnished  for  any  grade 
of  work  in  his  line  of  business  and  no  one  should  let 
a  steam  fitting  or  plumbing  contract  without  first  getting  Mr.  Reilly’s  figures.  Remem¬ 
ber  also  in  getting  work  of  this  kind  done  that  it  is  always  advisable  to  get  the  best  and 
this  is  the  BEST  place  to  get  it.  Patronize  Mr.  Reilly  and  you.  will  never  be  dissatisfied 
with  your  work  after  it  is  done. 
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$HERE  never  was  a  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  a  competent  merchant  tailor  with  those  who  appreci¬ 
ate  properly  fitting  garments.  Clothing  made  for  nobody  in 
particular,  fits  nobody  in  particular.  Among 
the  popular  artists  in  the  tailoring  line  should 
be  mentioned  J.  T.  Kaufman. 

Mr.  Kaufman  carries  an  immense  stock 
ranging  from  the  most  staple  materials  to  the 
finest  and  latest  novelties  in  spring  woolens. 

The  assortment  is  large  and  varied  enough  to 
enable  the  most  exacting  and  particular  to 
make  a  selection.  In  addition,  none  but  the  best  cutters  and 
tailors  are  employed,  consequently  the  wprk  turned  out  is  the 
best  in  the  city  and  the  prices  the  most  reasonable. 

On  the  first  floor  will  also  be  found  a,n  elegantly  appointed 
gent’s  clothing  and  furnishing  department,  containing  everything 
suitable  for  np-to-datg  dressing.  Five  clerk's  art)  employed  in 
this  department  alone  ^nd.j  they  are  kept  busy  waiting  on  the 
steady  stream  of  customers  which  throng  their  doors. 

The  best  dressers— thy  i^en  who  want  the  worth  of  their 
money  are  found  among  JVlr.  Kaufman’s  easterners  every  time. 

Personally,  Mr.  Kaufmfin  is  an  affable,  progressive  business 
man — shrewd,  staraightfprw^rd,  genial  jind  courteous,  and  one 
too,  who  has  the  best  inte;re.st:g,:of  I^eru  at  heart  ;md  is  always  to 
be  found  among  those  engaged  in  the  up  building  of  tlm  citv. 

He  is  well  known  to  the  trading  public  and  anything  bought  at 
this  store  means  a  good  article  at  a  reasonable  price. 
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E  desire  to  call 
speci  a  1  a  t- 
ten  tion  in 
this  industrial  review, 
to  the  popular  livery 
and  feed  stable  of 
which  Mr.  G.  L.  Mur- 
den  is  the  proprietor. 
This  stable  is  located 
at  53  and  55  West  Sec¬ 
ond  street,  and  has 
been  conducted  by  him 
for  thirteen  years. 
The  building,  which  is 
of  brick,  and  strictly 
up-to-date  will  easily 
accommodate  ei-ghty 
head  of  horses,  while 
the  best  of  care  is 
given  to  all  stock  by 

competent  stablemen.  The  equipment  includes  some  fine  roadsters,  and  first  class  turn¬ 
outs  can  be  obtained  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.  Mr.  Murden  never  disappoints  his 
customers  and  is  always  reliable  and  faithful  in  meeting  every  demand  of  the  public. 

In  fact  to  drive  one  of  Murdon’s  rigs  is  to  be  assured  that  “the  other  fellow”  will  not 
go  past  you  driving  a  better  rig  or  a  faster  horse. 
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MO  matter  how  substantial  the  meal  may  be,  you 
want  it  carefully  prepared  and  served.  That 
is  why  so  many  people  eat  at  the  restaurant  of 
P.  S.  Stiver,  No.  107  South  Broadway.  It  is  a  most  pop¬ 
ular  resort  for  serving  patrons  with  the  most  tempting 
meals,  and  a  specialty  is  made  of  short  order  lunches, 
and  above  all  their  elegant  2Cc  meals,  and  Sunday  din¬ 
ners.  Here  on  Sunday  when  returning  from  church 
you  can  get  a  meal  for  20  cents,  that  can  only  be  equaled 
by  the  best  hotels — and  that  too,  at  a  cost  of  50c  or  75c. 
The  kitchen  is  a  model  of  neatness  and  system,  presided 
over  by  an  excellent  chef,  while  their  own  bakery,  in 
the  same  building  turns  out  bread  enough  in  one  day  to 
supply  a  small  army:-  This  bakery  has  probably  the 
largest  trade  of  any  bakery  in  the  city,  and  if  you  will 
only  notice  the  number  of  stops  their  wagon  makes  on 
your  square  you  will  be  better  able  to  judge  of  their 
vast  volume  of  trade.  None  but  the  best  Hour  is  used, 
and  they  guarantee  pure  wholesome  bread,  cakes, 
pastry  etc. 

The  short  order  business  is  well  looked  after  and  no 
matter  what  you  call  for  you  get  it  served  to  you  in  first-class  style  and  above  all — clean. 

Personally,  Mr.  Stiver  certainly  deserves  the  success  with  which  he  is  meeting,  as  he 
is  a  genial,  courteous  gentleman  and  one  who  seems  to  know  exactly  how  to  cater  to  the 
wants  of  the  public. 
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BACK  T.  JONES,  Cigar  Manufacturer.  Tobacco  is  the 
one  great  commodity  of  the  world  that  is  used  almost 
entirely  as  a  luxury,  and  its  annual  sale  adds  as  much 
to  the  general  sum  of  trade  as  anything  on  the  market.  Since 
the  days  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  its  use  has  become  more  and 
more  extensive  until  now  a  very  large  portion  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  world  find  it  quite  a  necessity. 

J.  T.  Jones  was  born  in  Amboy,  Ind.,  Jan.  2,  1877,  and  came 
to  Peru  in  1894.  After  being  engaged  in  the  laundry  business 
with  Ream  Bros.,  for  over  two  years,  he  branched  out  in  the 
same  business  for  himself,  the  firm  name  being  Baker,  Chan¬ 
dler  &  Jones.  After  two  years  of  active  life  Mr.  Jones  disposed  of  his  portion  of  the  busi¬ 
ness,  Messrs.,  Baker  and  Chandler  becoming  sole  proprietors. 

Shortly  after  this,  Mr.  Jones  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  busi¬ 
ness  of  Wm.  Edmister,  cigar  manufacturer,  of  No.  157  N.  Broadway,  and  on  December  1st, 
1900,  the  entire  stock  and  manufacturing  establishment  was  moved  to  No.  69  N.  Broad¬ 
way,  where  Mr.  Jones  is  at  present  located.  January  1st,  1901,  this  partnership  was  dis¬ 
solved  Mr.  Edmister  taking  the  wholesale  and  Mr.  Jones  the  retail  department,  and  on 
April  1st.,  there  was  another  change,  Mr.  Jones  opening  up  a  manufacturing  establish¬ 
ment  of  his  own  and  Mr.  Edmister  removing  his  factory  to  Main  street. 

The  popular  “J.  T.  J.  ”  and  “No.  69”  cigars,  manufactured  by  Mr.  Jones,  are  two  of  the 
best  cigars  to  be  found  in  the  city  and  in  addition  a  full  line  of  soft  drinks  are  carried  for 
the  benefit  of  the  patrons.  Mr.  Jones  was  a  graduate  of  the  Amboy  Acadamy  in  the  class 
of  ’92  and  during  his  stay  in  Peru  has  become  one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  the 
city.  We  predict  for  Mr.  Jones  great  success. 
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bouse  in  Peru  occupies  a  position  more  entitled  to 
consideration  than  that  of  John  H.  Beck’s  Hard¬ 
ware  Emporium,  No.  7.  South  Broadway,  as  they 
carry  not  only  the  best,  but  the  most  reasonable  goods  to  be 
had  anywhere,  and  it  is  only  a  natural  sequence  that  his  pat¬ 
ronage  should  be  large  and  rapidly  growing. 

On  the  first  floor  of  the  large  building  we  find  a  floor  space 
of  probably  4,000  square  feet  literally  packed  with  every¬ 
thing  in  the  hardware  line,  cutlery,  stoves,  ranges,  steam 
fittings,  sanitary  supplies,  pumps,  etc.  Only  first-class 
goods  are  handled  and  they  are  ail  marked  at  such  reason¬ 
able  prices  that  one  does  not  need  to  wonder  at  their  success. 

The  bicycle  department  has  been  thoroughly  restocked  for 
the  spring  and  summer  trade  and  they  are  all  this  year’s 
models— not  only  models  of  1901,  but  models  of  what  the  best 
manufacturers  have  been  able  to  do  in  the  way  of  turning  out 
a  beautiful  and  substantial  wheel. 

On  the  second  floor  will  be  found  the  tinning,  roofing- 
plumbing,  gas  fitting  and  sheet  metal  department.  Here 
may  be  found  a  corps  of  first-class  workmen  and  they  are 
always  busy.  If  you  have  a  plumbing  or.  gas  fitting  con¬ 
tract  to  let  or  a  new  roof  do  not  fail  to  visit  this  firm  and  get 
their  prices  before  having  the  work  done.  Repairing  of  all 
kinds  is  done  neatly  and  cheaply,  and  estimates  on  all  classes  of  work  in  this  line  are 
promptly  furnished.  Taken  as  a  whole,  this  store  is  the  largest  and  best  of  its  kind  in  the 
city  and  well  deserves  its  large  trade. 
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MIKE  COSTIN,  General  Draying,  Moving,  Hauling, 
etc.,  153  North  Broadway,  near  the  depot. 

Mr.  Costin  was  born  in  Palois  Co.,  Illinois,  and  prev¬ 
ious  to  coming  to  Peru,  spent  several  years  in  the  same 
line  of  business  in  Chicago. 

Special  aptitude  is  the  prerequisite  to  success  in  the 
art  of  moving  and  placing  heavy  articles,  such  as  smoke 
stacks,  safes,  vaults,  etc.  It  not  only  requires  special 
aptitude,  but  it  requires  a  good  eye,  sound  judgement 
aud  a  good  supply  of  nerve. 

For  this  class  of  work  Mr.  Costin  has  all  the  latest 
and  special  appliances  and  among  his  achievments  in 
this  line  may  be  mentioned  the  following:  the  immense 
safe  in  Shirk  &  Miller’s  Department  Store,  the  placing 
of  some  of  the  highest  and  largest  smoke  stacks  in  the 
city,  the  large  printing  presses  of  the  Chronicle  and 
Republican  offices,  etc.  He  is  also  the  only  man  in  the 
city  who  ever  used  a  block  and  tackle  in  swinging  a  large  piano  from  the  ground  to 
the  second  story  without  a  mishap.  Mr.  Costin  hauled  the  first  rails  and  ties  for 
the  Peru-Wabash  Traction  Co.,  which  is  now  building  their  line  from  Wabash  to  this  city. 

When  one  decides  to  move  it  is  always  best  to  secure  the  best  man  in  this  line,  and  as 
such,  three  fourths  of  the  citizens  of  Peru  would  unquestionably  recommend  Mr.  Costin. 

Storage  is  also  cared  for.  Telephone  orders  receive  prompt  attention.  A  large  force  of 
men  and  teams  are  kept  constantly  employed,  and  Mr.  Costin  personally,  is  a  genial,  whole- 
souled  business  man  whom  our  citizens  are  glad  to  have  in  their  midst. 
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While  the  title  of  this  book  does 
not  call  for  complimentary  allu¬ 
sions,  yet  we  feel  as  a  matter  of 
local  pride  we  can  speak  more 
freely  of  some  than  we  can  of 
others.  To  this  class  belongs 
Joseph  Andres,  an  illustration 
of  his  residence  being  shown  on 
this  page. 

Mr.  Andres  is  a  man  whom 
constant  contact  with  the  world 
and  the  daily  grind  of  business 
has  not  spoiled  in  the  least  and 
his  smile  and  laughter  are  as 
fresh,  and  bubble  up  as  un-re- 
strainedly  as  when  a  school  boy 
years  ago.  This,  in  a  man  who 
has  been  in  business  for  possibly 
20  years,  is  good  to  see,  as  it  de¬ 
notes  a  strong,  self-reliant  nature.  When  the  oil  boom  struck  Peru  in  *97,  Mr.  Andres 
was  among  the  first  to  lend  his  aid  and  financial  backing  toward  organizing  a  home  com¬ 
pany  for  the  development  of  the  field.  So  it  has  been  all  along  the  line — whenever  any¬ 
thing  came  up  that  had  a  tendency  for  the  city’s  good,  Mr.  Andres  has  always  been  among 
the  first  to  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  help  it  along.  True  to  his  friends,  a  jolly 
companion  and  a  true  gentleman,  no  man  in  Peru  has  more  friends  than  Joseph  Andres. 


I  - 


REV.  HENRY  MEISSNER. 
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REVEREND  H.  MEISSNER,  the 
esteemed  and  beloved  pastor  of  St. 
Charles’  Church,  of  Peru,  was  born  on 
the  3d  of  December,  1842,  in  Muenster, 
Westphalia,  Germany.  In  his  infancy 
his  family  was  stricken,  by  a  severe 
loss  in  the  death  of  his  father.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  deplored  the  death 
of  his  mother. 

At  this  age  in  1858,  he  commenced  a 
course  of  private  instructions  lasting 
a  year  to  prepare  himself  for  entering 
the  government  college  at  Muenster. 
He  had  been  so  proficient  that  at  his 
final  examination  in  1864  his  oral  ex¬ 
amination  was  donated  him.  From 
this  college  he  passed  to  the  Muenster 
University  conducted  by  the  profes¬ 
sors  of  the  church,  where  he  studied 
philosophy  and  theology  a  year.  He 
st.  Charles’  church  and  Parovnai  sshoais.  then  left  his  native  land  for  America 

November  6,  1866.  He  entered  the  theological  seminary  of  Baltimore,  conducted  by  the 
Sulpitian  Fathers  and  after  two  more  years  of  study  was  ordained  priest  June  30,  1868 
celebrating  his  first  mass  on  July  5th,  in  York,  Pa,  His  first  appointment  was  as  assis¬ 
tant  at  Avilla,  Ind.  On  September  13,  1868,  he  was  given  charge  of  the  congregation  at 
Goshen,  Ind.,  and  from  thence  transferred  to  Crown  Point,  where  he  served  five  years 
September  13,  1875,  this  church  welcomed  him  as  their  pastor. 
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more  elegant  ho  m  e  s, 
prettier  streets  or  more 
shade  trees  and  flowers. 
Nearly  every  home  in  the  city  has  its  window  of  beautiful  flowers  tastefully  arranged,  and 
they  are  nearly  all  the  product  of  the  Peru  Green-house,  owned  and  managed  by  P.  B. 
Tinker.  Mr.  Tinker  was  born  in  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Peru  in  1888.  On  his  arrival 
in  this  city  he  bought  the  green-house  and  residence  on  west  Main  street  from  G.  C.  Lange. 
The  business  was  then  in  its  infancy,  but  by  sheer  hard  work,  good  management  and  cour¬ 
teous  even  treatment,  Mr.  Tinker  has  built  up  a  trade  that  is  second  to  none.  There  are 
now  six  large  hot-houses  in  all  besides  the  out  door  beds,  and  even  then,  he  infor  med  us 
the  other  day  that  he  did  not  have  room  enough.  Walk  or  drive  out  to  the  green-house  any 
day  in  the  week  and  you  will  find  a  steady  stream  of  customers  and  the  employees  busy  as 
bees.  Mr.  Tinker  makes  a  specialty  of  roses,  carnations,  violets  and  bedding  plants,  and 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  every  home  in  Peru  has  at  least  one  or  two  specimens  of  his  flowers. 
The  palm-house  is  crowded  with  rare  and  beautiful  ferns  and  palms,  and  the  other  houses 
contain,  besides  the  home-grown  flowers  a.large  and  handsome  collection  of  imported  plants. 
Seeds  are  also  sold. 


air  of  evenly 
diffused  pros¬ 
perity  hangs 
over  Peru,  and  today  the 
city  marches  to  meet  the 
country  with  trim  and 
neat  suburbs,  and  the 
country  comes  to  the 
very  edge  in  gardens  and 
cultivated  fields.  No  city 
in  the  state  can  boast  of 
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ER  &  BRENNAN.  Plumbers,  Steam,  Hot 
Water  and  Gas  Fitters.  169  N.  Broadway. 
This  establishment  is  significant  of  both  name 
and  reliability.  The  business  was  established  only  rec¬ 
ently,  but  already  their  business  has  grown,  and  their 
reputations  have 


spread,  until  already 
the  firm  has  almost 
all  it  can  attend  to. 
They  do  all  kinds  of 
plumbing,  steam  and 
•  gas  fitting,  which  is 
executed  in  the  very 
best  manner.  They 
employ  expert  work¬ 
men,  while  all  work 
is  under  their  per- 
soual  supervision. 
They  carry  in  stock 
john  w.  brennan.  all  kinds  of  plumb¬ 

ing  and  gas  supplies,  bath  tubs  and  hot  water  radiators, 
etc.  They  have  won  and  maintained  a  position  both  as 
private  gentlemen  and  business  men,  entitling  them  to 
the  confidence  and  consideration  of  the  community,  and 
the  fullest  success  in  their  business. 


EDWARD  C.  ELEGER. 
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I^HjERU  Electric 
M  f  g .  Co., 
^0)0^30171%  S  Manufact  u  r- 
ers  in  Carbon,  Porce¬ 
lain  and  Metal.  Nat¬ 
ural  gas  process.  In 
this  progressive  and 
distinctly  pr  a  c  t  i  c  a  1 
age,  advancement,  is 
unquestionably  the 
order  of  the  day.  Im¬ 
provements  in  mechan¬ 
ical,  as  well  as  all  other 
departments  of  com- 

Bird's-eye  View  of  the  Plant.  mercial  life,  Crowd  One 

another  so  rapidly  that  the  mechanism  and  methods  of  even  a  year  or  two  back  are  to  day, 
by  comparison,  considered  almost  antediluvian.  As  a  case  of  progression  in  point  we  make 
but  due  reference  in  these  pages  to  the  pre-eminently  known  Peru  Electric  Mfg.  Co.,  man¬ 
ufacturers  of  switches,  sockets,  rosettes,  cut  outs,  insulators,  carbons,  carbon  batteries 
and  electrical  supplies,  in  which  improvements  have  been  made  from  year  to  year,  as  ex¬ 
perience  has  suggested  and  owing  to  their  superiority  and  uniform  excellence,  find  a  ready 
market  not  only  in  all  sections  of  America  but  abroad.  This  company  was  organized  in 
1892,  and  under  keen  enterprising  business  management  coupled  with  the  superiority  of 
their  output,  has  been  prosperous,  and  has  met  with  marked  success. 

The  manufacturing  plant  is  exceptionally  extensive,  as  shown  in  the  illustration  and  is 
equipped  with  all  the  latest  improved  machinery. 
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THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK,  PERU,  INDIANA. 


_ 

Milton  Shirk.  Pres. 

E.  W.  Shirk,  Vice  President. 
R.  A.  Edwards,  Cashier. 
G.  R.  Chamberlain, 
Asst.  Cashier, 
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course  there  is 
an  art  in  every - 
thing  and  it  is 
important  in  shoeing  a 
horse  that  only  those 
skilled  in  the  art  be  em¬ 
ployed.  It  is  not  only  a 
matte)’  of  economy  that 
the  work  should  be  done 
well,  but  it  is  also  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  comfort  and 
good  condition  of  the  ani¬ 
mal.  In  Mr.  Win.  H. 
Long  we  find  a  man  who 
is  expertly  skilled  in  all 
the  details  of  the  profes¬ 
sion.  He  has  every  facil¬ 
ity  and  convenience  for  successfully  prosecuting  the  business  of  horseshoeing  in  all  its 
branches.  Every  detail  about  a  horses  condition  is  known  to  Mr.  Long,  and  no  matter  how 
bad  a  shape  the  animal’s  hoof  may  be  in,  he  can  speedily  “put  him  on  his  feet”  again. 

His  shop  is  a  large,  airy  brick  building  on  Canal  street  and  he  has  all  the  modern 
machinery  and  appliances  with  which  to  do  all  kinds  of  repairing  in  his  line  of  business 
and  his  large  and  rapidly  growing  trade  is  a  sufficient  testimonial  as  to  the  work  turn¬ 
ed  out.  No  man  has  a  larger  acquaintance  among  the  farmers  than  Mr.  Long,  and  no  one 
enjoys  a  larger  share  of  their  patronage. 

Personally,  Mr.  Long  is  a  genial,  courteous,  upright  gentleman. 
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ILL  WAMPLER'S,  for  wall  paper,  window 
shades,  books,  magazines,  stationery,  musi- 
*  cal  instruments,  music,  pictures,  picture 

frames,  toilet  articles,  art  goods,  cut  glass  and  china  arti¬ 
cles.  bric-a-brac,  toys,  dolls,  indoor  and  outdoor  games, 
sporting  goods,  silver  novelties,  jewelry,  etc.,  in  fact 
everything  that  a  first  class  novelty  store  should  contain 
and  that  too,  on  a  large  scale. 

Entering  the  large  establishment  the  eye  is  greeted 
with  such  an  overwhelming  amount  of  goods  that  one  im¬ 
mediately  realizes  their  inability  to  do  justice  to  this  store 
on  paper.  Around  one  side  of  the  room  and  across  the 
back  of  the  store  runs  a  large  gallery  and  here  Mr. 
V>  ampler  has  placed  his  large  line  of  wall  paper,  so  that  it 
may  be  properly  displayed  to  the  customer.  Seated  in  an 
easy  chair  with  the  light  falling  directly  on  the  samples, 
the  prospective  buyer  may  sit  at  ease  while  the  obliging- 
clerk  turns  the  large  sample  sheets  on  the  sample  rack 
until  the  customer  is  suited.  There  is  nowait,  no  hurry,  no 
inconveniences,  and  it  seems  as  though  this  same  close  at¬ 
tention  to  the  wants  and  comfort  of  the  customers  has 
been  so  closely  followed  in  every  department,  that  one 
does  not  wonder  at  the  store’s  success.  The  picture 
frame  department  is  also  a  special  feature  and  here  may 
be  found  the  choicest  moldings  and  the  most  beautiful 
harmonies  at  an  extremely  low  price,  while  the  toy  and 
novelty  departments  are  fully  as  well  stocked  as  those  of 
the  huge  metropolitan  cities.  The  latest  magazines,  the 
latest  books,  the  latest  novels  are  here  in  endless*  pro- 
trom  the  ten  cent  pocket  editions  to  the  costly  deckle-edged,  morocco  bound  vol- 


fusion, 
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ELLIS,  STILES  &  CO. 
Carriage  Manufacturers, 
is  one  of  the  largest  firms 
of  that  kind  in  the  state. 
Only  the  front  of  the  show 
room  and  paint  shop  is 
shown  in  the  picture, 
there  being  two  other 
largo  buildings  on  the 
right  of  this  one,  besides 
the  blacksmith  shop  and 
the  yards.  In  addition 
to  their  own  manufacture 
they  carry  an  elegant  and 
complete  line  of  Eastern 
new  work,  harness,  robes 
and  whips,  and  no  mat¬ 
ter  what  price  you  wish 
to  pay  for  a  buggy,  car¬ 
riage,  harness,  or  any¬ 
thing  you  want,  you  will  find  this  elegant  salesroom  can  supply  your  needs  (lower  price 
and  better  quality  of  goods)  cheaper  than  any  other  house  in  the  city.  The  repair  depart¬ 
ments  are  well  looked  after  by  men  experienced  in  that  line  and  are  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  Mr.  W.  J  Ellis  and  Mr.  A.  D.  Stiles,  thus  guaranteeing  the  best  wTork  at 
reasonable  prices.  In  the  salesroom  will  be  found  the  junior  member,  Mr  Frank  Pyle, 
and  to  his  untiring  energy  and  ability,  much  of  llie  success  of  the  firm  may  be  attributed. 
Messrs  Ellis  and  Stiles  are  genial,  courteous  business  men,  well  liked  by  all. 
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THE  WRIGHT  MEDICINE  COMPANY 


JOS.  M.  BERGMAN, 

President. 


JULIUS  FALK, 

Vice  President. 


G.  R.  CHAMBER  LAIN, 

Treasurer. 


S.  T.  WRIGHT, 

Sec’y  and  Mgr. 


jjHE  twentieth  century  is  full  of  developments. 
New  ideas  are  producing  marvelous  results  in 
all  lines  of  enterprise,  be  they  scientific,  mer¬ 
cantile  or  otherwise.  To  be  a  winner  in  this  new  cen¬ 
tury  an  incorporation  of  energy,  money,  brains  and 
articles  of  merit  must  be  calculated  upon.  The  people 
of  the  Union  are  demanding  up  to-date  methods  and, 
recognize  only  such.  It  is  because  The  Wright  Medi¬ 
cine  Company  of  this  city,  has  come  up  to  these  require¬ 
ments  that  they  have  gained  a  wide  reputation  for  their 
great  “Canadian  Cure,”  Wrights  Rheumatic  Remedy. 
They  have  a  remedy  of  unquestioned  merit,  one  differ¬ 
ent  from  the  old  time  decoctions,  one  that  has  proved 
its  great  value  in  thousands  of  cases,  usually  one  bottle 
being  sufficient  to  drive  the  uric  acid  from  the  system. 
Uric  acid  produces  Kidney  trouble  and  Rheumatism.  The  Canadian  Cure  quickly  dissolves 
the  acid,  hence  its  great  success.  Every  man  and  woman  should  use  this  grand  remedy  as 
a  preventative  as  well  as  a  cure.  The  company  has  been  very  successful  since  its  incor¬ 
poration.  Composed  of  local  men  of  business  integrity  and  high  financial  standing,  the 
future  success  is  assured.  The  large  amount  of  money  spent  in  advertising  is  already 
bearing  results  and  is  also  putting  “Peru  on  the  map.”  For  particulars,  booklets  and  in¬ 
formation  address,  The  Wright  Medicine  Co.,  Peru,  Ind.- 
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jiHAT  a  most  extensive  business  can  be  estab¬ 
lished  and  maintained,  even  in  a  place  not  lay¬ 
ing  claim  to  the  rank  of  large  cities,  provided 
correct  methods  are  adopted,  has  been  most  conclusively 
proven  by  the  phenomenal  success  that  has  crowned 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  C.  N.  Hall  and  Mr.  N.  Loewenthal, 
whose  establishment  is  in  the  Brownell  building,  on 
North  Broadway.  The  large  store  is  very  handsomely 
fitted  up  and  appointed  throughout  and  contains  an  im¬ 
mense  stock  of  fine  and  medium  grades  in  men’s,  boy’s 
and  childrens  ready  to  wear  clothing,  in  all  the  latest  pat¬ 
terns  and  designs,  including  the  great  products  of  the 
celebrated  eastern  manufacturers;  also  an  extensive 
line  of  gentlemen’s  furnishing  goods,  stylish  and  nobby, 
embracing  all  the  spring,  fall  and  winter  novelties  in 
imported  and  domestic  productions.  Prices  through¬ 
out  are  invariably  very  reasonable,  and  in  many  in¬ 
stances,  beyond  the  reach  of  successful  competition;  in 
fact  this  house  has  made  an  enviable  record  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  good  qualities  and  low  prices.  Messrs.  Hall  & 
Loewenthal  have  been  established  in  the  trade  here  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  by  honor¬ 
able  dealings,  enterprising  methods,  courteous  treatment  and  full  values  have  built  up  a 
business  of  considerable  proportions.  They  have  an  establishment  that  is  a  model  of  its 
kind  and  may  well  feel  a  sense  of  pride  in  the  history  of  its  growth  and  development.  Mr. 
Hall  and  Mr.  Loewenthal  are  among  our  leading  and  most  progressive  merchants  and  are 
very  popular  in  the  social  circles  of  our  city. 
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S.  HAMMAR,  General  Contractor.  What  a  wonderful  amount  of  meaning  there  is 
in  the  word  “confidence."  The  business  of  the  world  hangs  upon  it,  and  it  ap¬ 
plies  to  all  walks  of  life  and  to  the  contracting  business  in  particular.  We  can 
truthfully  say  that  during  his  years  of  service  for  the  citizens  of  Peru,  Mr.  J.  S.  Hammar, 
has  won  the  confidence  and  indorsement  of  the  public.  Among  the  many  residences  he 
has  built  for  citizens  of  this  city,  may  be  mentioned  those  of  Joe  Bergman,  Milt.  Shirk, 
Mrs.  Shanks,  A.  T.  Reed,  J.  A.  Neal.  Dr.  Cooper,  Mrs.  Kratzer,  Geo.  Rettigg,  Nathan 
Loewenthal,  A.  Wertheim,  Neal  Hetzner,  Mrs.  Pierce,  Clarence  Terrell  and  others,  and 
everyone  will  admit  after  seeing  the  homes  that  they  are  among  the  finest  residences  in 
the  city.  What  better  recommendation  can  a  man  have  than  to  be  able  to  point  to  his 
own  work  with  pride.  Mr.  Hammar  is  a  man  who,  after  he  makes  a  contract,  sticks  to  it 
to  the  letter,  hence  his  success  and  rapidly  growing  business.  If  you  are  thinking  of 
building  or  making  repairs,  be  sure  and  see  Mr.  Hammar  before  closing  the  contract. 


E.  N.  LAMM 

Architect. 

HUAHSH  HOTEL  PERU,  INDIANA, 
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J.  O.  COLE.  In  calcu¬ 
lating  the  general  aggre¬ 
gate  of  the  commercial 
and  manufacturing  im¬ 
portance  and  progress 
of  Peru,  the  name  of  J. 
O.  Cole,  should  be  first 
among  those  mentioned. 

Mr.  Coles  father  came 
to  this  city  in  1834  and 
with  the  exception  of  an 
absence  of  several  years 
Mr.  Cole  has  been  a  con¬ 
tinuous  resident  of  Peru. 

Mr.  Cole  is  the  owner 
and  proprietor  of  the 
Peru  Brewery  and  the 
Artificial  Ice  Plant,  and 
as  is  well  known  has  al¬ 
ways  been  willing  to  do 
anything  that  lay  in  his  power  for  the  advancement  of  the  city.  He  is  a  genial,  courteous 
gentleman  and  that  he  has  been  highly  successful,  is  largely  due  to  his  thorough  know¬ 
ledge  of  human  nature  and  business  ability.  In  Mrs.  Cole  their  elegant  home  on  East 
Third  Street  has  a  charming  mistress  who  is  quite  popular. 
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IjfN  recent  years  the  progress  made  in  photography 
has  been  very  rapid,  completely  revolutionizing 
the  old  method  and  demanding  for  successful  re¬ 
sults  ability  of  a  pronounced  order.  Time  was  when 
photography  was  in  a  sense  purely  mechanical.  Today  it 
is  quite  different,  the  successful  photographer  requiring  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  chemistry,  an  artistic  eye  and  a 
natural  appreciation  for  neatness,  grace  and  ornamenta¬ 
tion.  The  studio  of  Messrs.  C.  L.  and  Anson  Lentz,  on 
West  Main  street,  in  its  appointments  suggests  the  re¬ 
fined  and  cultured  taste  of  the  proprietors,  and  this  is 
borne  out  in  the  handsome  array  of  work,  which,  in  cabi¬ 
nets,  imperials,  crayons,  pastels  and  sepias,  the  eyes 
rest  upon  admiringly.  A  specialty  is  made  of  enlarging 
and  frames  are  furnished.  Lentz  Bros,  have  given  to 
Peru  a  thoroughly  progressive  establishment,  which  re¬ 
flects  the  very  latest  suggestions  in  the  artistic  and 
mechanical  progress  of  modern  photography.  They  have  had  an  experience  of  over  twenty 
years,  which  has  won  for  them  the  usual  results  of  energy  well  directed,  and  a  disposition 
to  satisfy  in  a  patronage  made  up  of  the  cultured  of  Peru’s  population.  With  one  of  the 
best  equipped  galleries  in  the  state  these  gentlemen  are  doing  an  extensive  and  well 
merited  business. 
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J.  DUKES, 
igj*  Musical  i ri¬ 
sk  struments 
and  New  Home  Sewing 
Machines.  Within  re¬ 
cent  years  the  methods 
of  doing  business  have 
undergone  a  radical 
change,  the  jobber  or 
mid  die- man  is  gradu¬ 
ally  becoming  unknown 
to  the  world  of  com¬ 
merce,  so  much  so,  in 
fact,  that  large  buyers 
like  E.  J.  Dukes,  no 
longer  deal  with  him, 
but  make  their  pur¬ 
chases  at  the  factory 
door,  thus  taking  the 

position  of,  and  saving  the  profits  which  the  jobber  and  his  army  of  salesmen  demand  of 
the  retailer.  In  these  days  of  sharp  competition,  quantities  force  prices,  and  concerns 
with  a  large  patronage  like  this,  are  in  a  position  to  quote  “rock  bottom  prices,”  to  say 
nothing  of  allowing  terms  that  the  smaller  dealers  are  not  in  a  position  to  do. 

At  this  large  musical  emporium,  located  one  door  east  the  postoffice  building  on  Third 
street,  one  finds  a  large  and  varied  stock  of  pianos,  organs,  guitars,  mandolins,  banjos. 


City  or  iperu,  2Lts  business  Ibouses,  factories,  Schools  and  IResidences. 


91) 


violins  and  other  stringed  instruments.  In  fact  we 
find  everything  here  in  the  musical  line,  and  as  Mr. 
Dukes  is  the  direct  representative  of  the  factories,  any¬ 
thing  not  kept  in  stock  can  be  ordered  at  once.  Among 
pianos,  he  sells  the  Blasius,  Albrecht  (first  manufac¬ 
tured  in  1789,)  and  Regent,  the  Emerson  and  Gramer, 
the  Malcolm  Love  and  Alexander,  the  B.  Shoninger  and 
Singer  and  other  standard  makes.  Also  sole  agent  for 
the  Apollo  self -playing  piano  attachment.  In  organs 
he  carries  the  Estey,  Waterloo,  Edna,  Schulz  and  others 
Another  specialty  of  the  firm  is  the  Light  Running 
New  Home  Sewing  Machine,  (their  own  wood  work) 
which  are  designed  especially  as  a  high  olass  machine 
for  family  use.  They  have  other  new  machines  which 
they  sell  as  low7  as  $16£. 

Elbert  J.  Dukes  was  born  in  Mankato,  Minn.,  August 
15,  1860,  and  came  to  Peru  at  the  time  of  the  great 
Indian  outbreak  in  1862,  and  has  lived  here  ever  since. 
Mr.  Dukes  is  the  only  son  of  Aaron  N.  Dukes,  and  a 
grandson  of  Rev.  Jas.  Thomson,  one  of  the  founders  of  Wabash  College,  from  which  place 
Mr.  Dukes  graduated  with  the  class  of  1885.  He  entered  his  present  business  in  the  fall  of 
the  same  year,  and  that  he  has  succeeded  his  present  large  business  is  ample  proof.  In 
1900  he  was  selected  as  Asst.  General  Manager  of  the  Winona  Assembly  and  Summer 
School,  located  at  Winona  Lake.  Mr.  Dukes  is  a  pleasant  genial  business  man  of  well 
knowm  ability,  and  deserves  his  success. 
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A.  NEAL  was  born 
in  Cass  county  in 
1856.  and  came  to 
Peru  20  years  ago.  On 
his  arrival  here  he  went 
in  as  head  miller  in  the 
old  Miller  mill  on  the  rail 
road.  He  remained  there 
4  years  in  that  capacity 
and  then  leased  the  mill 
and  started  in  business 
for  himself.  Sometime 
afterward  he  took  Mr. 
Mercer  in  as  a  partner, 
and  later  this  firm  went 
out  of  the  mill  and  bought 
the  elevator.  Soon  after 
this  Mr.  Neal  purchased 
Mr.  Mercer’s  interest, 


and  again  became  sole  proprietor. 

Mr.  Neal  now  owns  the  Wabash  elevator,  situated  on  the  railroad  and  the  elevator  on 
Canal  street,  besides  one  at  Denver,  making  three  in  all.  The  Canal  street  elevator  has  a 
capacity  of  60,000  bushels,  and  the  Wabash  elevator  a  capacity  of  80,000  bushels.  Last 
year  the  elevator  did  a  business  of  over  400,000  thousand  bushels  of  grain,  and  this  year, 
Mr.  Neal  thinks,  will  far  exceed  even  those  enormous  figures.  He  does  a  general  buying 
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business  in  wheat,  corn  and  other  cerials  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  buying  flour  and  feed  in 
car  load  lots.  He  handles  the  celebrated  Geo  T. 
Evans  flour  of  Indianapolis,  and  is  enjoying  per¬ 
haps  the  largest  flour  trade  of  anyone  in  the 
city,  not  only  because  his  prices  are  lower  than 
others  but  because  this  flour  is  of  a  higher 
grade  than  any  other  sold  in  the  city. 

Aside  from  his  grain  holdings  Mr.  Neal  is  one 
of  the  two  gentlemen  in  Peru,  who  are  stock¬ 
holders  in  the  Inter-State  Life  Insurance  Co.,  of 
Indianapolis,  an  organization  whose  financial 
stability  is  too  well  known  to  need  comment. 

In  these  days  of  keenest  and  most  varied 
competition,  it  is  indeed  a  man  of  no  small  bus¬ 
iness  ability  and  necessarily  a  man  of  rare  com¬ 
mercial  energies  who  can  withstand  the  sweep¬ 
ing  force  of  business  rivalry  and  subterfuges  to  gain  trade  and  still  live  to  cope  with  his 
contemporaries.  Especially  is  this  true  of  the  grain,  flour  and  feed  business,  yet  Mr. 
Neal  has  year  after  year  added  to  his  trade  and  business  scores  of  new  customers  and  yet 
retained  the  old.  It  is  such  men  as  Mr.  Neal  that  has  enabled  us  to  place  this  volume  be- 
before  the  public.  He  is  now  engaged  in  building  a  new  residence  on  E.  Fifth  street, 
which  will  be  one  of  the  nicest  dwellings  in  the  city.  Owing  to  its  not  being  completed 
we  were  unable  to  secure  a  picture  of  it  for  this  volume. 
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[HE  PERU  WEEKLY  REPUBLICAN  was  estab¬ 
lished  thirty-live  years  ago  and  immediately 
proved  itself  successful  financially,  and  since 
has  commanded  a  prestige  and  influence  politically 
which  has  not  been  surpassed  by  any  paper  in  Northern 
Indiana.  It  claims  to  be  the  paper  for  the  people,  stand¬ 
ing  for  their  rights  and  representing  their  interests,  and 
has  always  been  fearless  and  outspoken  in  what  it  believed 
to  be  right.  The  healthy  growth  of  its  circulation  is  the 
best  evidence  that  can  be  offered  as  to  its  popularity. 

These  facts  coupled  with  its  interesting  local  features, 
country  correspondence,  political  paragraphs,  and  above 
all,  its  weekly  Washington  letter,  have  given  the  Repub¬ 
lican  the  largest  circulation  of  any  paper  in  Miami  county,  thus  making  it  an  advertising 
medium  second  to  none.  W  VV.  Lockwood,  the  present  editor  and  proprietor,  is  one  of 
the  oldest  editors  in  the  Wabash  Valley,  and  has  been  identified  with  the  Republican  for 
over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  tirst  owning  ahalf  interest,  and  later  acquiring  his  partner’s 
share  and  becoming  sole  proprietor.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  has  always  had  the  par¬ 
ty’s  best  interests  at  heart  and  remembered  the  old  adage  “new  to  the  line,  let  the  chips 
fall  where  they  may.  ”  Several  times  he  has  been  offered  political  preferment  at  the  hands 
of  his  party,  but  has  always  declined.  The  editor  of  this  book  has  been  an  employee  of 
Mr.  Lockwood’s  for  over  a  year,  and  we  wish  to  say  right  here  that  a  nicer  place  to  work 
or  a  better  employer  cannot  be  found.  The  job  printing  department  is  the  best  and  most 
up-to-date  in  the  city,  and  if  you  are  thinking  about  work  of  this  kind  it  will  pay  you  to 
look  over  the  Republican’s  samples  and  get  their  prices  before  going  elsewhere. 


As  it  will  look  when  completed— From  a  drawing  by  Mr.  Lamm,  the  architect 
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ANY  attempt  to  portray  the  com¬ 
mercial  interests  of  any  business  cen¬ 
ter  must  give  a  position  of  prominence 
to  its  banks  and  monied  institutions. 
They  hold  the  great  medium  of  ex¬ 
change  between  trade  centers  and  oc¬ 
cupy  the  position  of  arbiters  between 
debtors  and  creditors.  Along  with 
the  banks,  the  men  who  are  connected 
with  them,  and  who  furnish  the  brains 
and  stability  to  keep  them  going  must 
also  be  spoken  of  most  highly.  To 
this  class  belongs  the  name  of  Mr.  G. 
R.  Chamberlain,  the  assistant  cashier 
of  the  First  National  Bank.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  is  also  treasurer  of  the 
Wright  Medicine  Co.,  manufacturers 
of  ‘Wright’s  Rheumatic  Remedy.” 

When  the  oil  boom  first  struck  Peru 
Mr.  Chamberlain  immediately  became 
interested  in  one  of  the  home  com¬ 
panies  and  largely  owing  to  his  coun¬ 
sel  this  was  one  of  the  companies 
«.  r.  chamberlain’s  RESIDENCE.  that  did  well.  So  it  has  been  all  along 

the  line.  Whenever  anything  has  been  started  that  tended  for  the  good  of  the  city,  Mr. 
Chamberlain  has  always  been  one  of  the  first  to  help  it  along. 
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|HIS  large  department  store  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  interesting  of  all  Peru  industries. 
The  streets  in  front  of  this  store  are  thronged 
with  hurrying  crowds  almost  every  daj^  in  the  year, 
and  presents  a  scene  of  life  and  activity  suggestive  of 
the  busiest  thoroughfare  in  the  great  metropolitan 
cities.  And  why  not?  This  store,  with  its  vast  depart¬ 
ments  gathered  together  under  one  great  building,  with 
its  thousands  and  thousands  of  dollars  invested,  with 
its  scores  of  clerks  and  myriads  of  customers,  repre¬ 
sents  at  least  one  third  of  all  the  business  done  in  this 
line  in  Peru,  and  leaving  the  other  two  thirds  to  be  di¬ 
vided  among  dozens  of  other,  but  smaller  concerns  of 
the  same  kind.  So  much  for  its  size. 

Every  big  concern,  every  large  and  successful  com¬ 
pany,  in  fact,  anything  and  everything  must  have  some 
one  at  its  head,  someone  who  holds  the  guiding  reins, 
and  by  force  of  character,  business  ability,  gigantic 
enterprise,  etc.,  pushes  it  upward  to  success. 

Such  a  man  we  find  in  the  proprietor  of  this  store, 
Mr.  Frank  M.  Stutesman.  During  the  time  hehas  been  at  the  helm  of  this  great  enter¬ 
prise,  the  store  has  reached  out  and  added  customer  after  customer  until  it  has  almost 
doubled  its  business  and  stands  today  pre-eminently  the  largest  enterprise  of  its  kind  in 
the  city — in  point  of  money  invested  and  volume  of  trade. 

The  Hale  Store  was  established  by  T"’  ° 


FRANK  M  STUTESMAN. 


John  S.  Hale  in  1861 


Mr.  Stutesman 
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entered  his  employ  in  1870  and  continued  with  him  until  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  Api il  20th,  1882,  at  which  time  he  associated  himself  with  his  sister  Mrs. 
Hale,  and  continued  the  business  with  her  until  her  death  in  March  1897.  He  then  as¬ 
sumed  entire  control  and  ownership  of  the  business  but. allowed  the  store  to  retain  its  old 
name.  The  policy  of  this  store  from  its  organization  has  been  to  sell  good  first  class  mer¬ 
chandise  at  a  fair  profit  and  that  this  policy  has  been  appreciated  the  volume  of  their  bus¬ 
iness  fully  attests. 

Personally,  Mr.  Stutesman,  is  a  man  who,  by  his  sterling  worth,  genial  good  qualities 
and  sound  financial  ability  has  made  himself  liked  and  respected  by  all  and  the  fact  of  his 
being  at  the  head  of  it,  has  had  almost  everything  to  do  with  the  great  success  achieved  by 
this  store.  In  addition  to  being  at  the  head  of  this  enterprise,  he  is  also  one  of  the  direc- 
toi  s  of  the  Miami  County  Loan  and  Savings  Association,  an  organization  whose  assets  Jan. 

1,  1901,  were  $305,232.52,  and  which  is  one  of  the  strongest  financial  institutions  in  the 
country. 

At  the  head  of  each  department  Mr.  Stutesman  has  placed  a  trusted  lieutenant  who  looks 
after  the  needs  of  his  individual  department,  manages  the  clerks,  does  his  buying,  etc.— 

thus  the  whole  of  this  great  store  is  so  systematically  arranged  that  it  is  always  under  the 
proprietors  supervision. 

DRY  GOODS  AND  NOTIONS — DEPARTMENT  A. 

FredW.  Senger,  Manager.  Entering  the  north  entrance  one  is  ushered  into  the  dry 
goods  and  notion  department  with  4,000  square  feet  of  selling  space.  This  immense  de¬ 
partment  is  divided  into  sub-departments  with  a  force  of  16  salespeople,  each  of  whom  has 
his  or  her  individual  stock,  tending  to  that  stock  alone — By  this  means  each  clerk  is 
given  an  opportunity  to  study  the  goods  they  handle,  study  their  customers  needs,  and 
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thus  give  the  buying  public  the  benefit  of  their  experience.  Embraced  in  this  commodious 
department  will  be  found  a  vast  stock  of  foreign  and  domestic  dry  goods  and  notions  and  a 
large  double  stock  of  black  dress  goods,  representiug  the  Majestic  Mills,  of  Bradford, 
England,  and  the  Priestly  Mills,  of  France.  A  “Wash  Goods”  department  which  is  second 
to  none  in  Indiana  and  a  vast  and  complete  representation  of  the  silk  mills,  linen  mills  and 
cotton  mills  of  the  United  States  and  Europe.  In  fact  it  is  a  city  dry  goods  department, 
thoroughly  lighted  and  highly  furnished. 

Mr.  Fred  W.  Senger,  its  manager,  has  been  with  the  firm  for  five  years  and  is  a  young 
man  of  exceptional  ability  and  one  of  whom  the  store  may  justly  feel  proud. 

THE  BOOT  AND  SHOE  STORE — DEPARTMENT  B. 

The  whole  first  floor  of  the  southsalesroom,  120  feet  long,  22  feet  wide 
and  16  feet  high,  with  shelves  extending  from  floor  to  ceiling,  is  de¬ 
voted  to  shoes.  This  is  by  far  the  largest  shoe  department  in  the  city 
and  carries  at  all  times  a  $30,000  stock.  The  room  is  well  fur 
nished  and  well  lighted  and  has  rolling  ladders  extending  from  floor  to 
ceiling.  Scattered  about  the  room  are  neat  little  alcoves,  fitted  with 
costly  carpets,  chshioned  chairs  and  handsome  screens  where  one  may 
try  on  shoes  in  peace  and  security  from  curious  eyes. 

Factories  all  over  the  country  have  been  carefully  gone  over  and  the 
best  goods  from  each  are  here  represented,  such  as  the  Stacy-Adams 
and  Johnson-Murphy  $5.00  mens  shoes,  the  Ralston-Bealth  $4.00  shoes  for  men  and  women, 
the  world  famous  W.  L.  Douglas  $3.00,  shoes,  the  D.  Armstrong  &  Co’s,  ladies  $3.00  to 
$5  .00  shoes,  Sorosis  $3.50  shoes,  the  Kippendorf  &  Dittman  $3.00  to  $5.00  shoes,  and  H. 
W.  Merriam  Co’s  childrens  shoes.  Many  of  these  shoes  have  been  sold  from  this  house 
for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

Over  half— (and  when  we  say  over  half,  we  mean  it)  of  all  shoes  sold  in  Peru  are  sold  bv 
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this  department  and  here  will  be  found  the  largest  and  most  varied  shoe  stock  of  any  city 
in  the  state  outside  of  Indianapolis. 

Mi.  McCaity  the  manager  of  this  department,  has  been  with  this  firm  for  over  15  years, 
and  to  his  ability  may  be  attributed  a  large  share  of  the  shoe  department’s  success. 

At  the  back  of  the  annex  in  the  gallery  will  be  found  Chas.  Weis  presiding  over  the  re¬ 
pair  department,  where  one  may  have  their  shoes  repaired  in  a  workmanlike  manner  and 
at  a  reasonable  cost. 

CARPETS,  RUGS,  MATTINGS,  DRAPERIES. — DEP’T  D. 
The  entire  two  second  floors  are  devoted  to  an  im¬ 
mense  stock  of  carpets,  rugs,  mattings,  fibre  carpets, 
linoleums,  oil  cloths,  lace  curtains,  rope  and  tapestry 
portieres,  window  shades,  etc. 

Pei  haps  the  first  thought  that  strikes  one  on  entering 
this  department  is  its  size.  Hundreds  of  rolls  of  car¬ 
pets  line  the  walls  and  floors,  while  over  head,  elegantly 
hung,  all  the  new  and  beautiful  ideas  in  lace  curtains 
and  rope  and  tapestry  portieres  greet  the  eye,  while  in 
the  next  room  the  hum  of  the  large  machines  and  the 
busy  workmen  remind  one  that  not  only  is  this  a  carpet 
department  but  a  carpet  factory  as  well.  An  immense 
JESS  T.  STEVENS.  line  of  silkolenes,  denims,  cretons,  upholstery,  tapes 

try,  fancy  pillow  tops  and  chords,  grill  work,  carpet  sweepers,  etc.,  are  also  carried,  and 
the  four  clerks  employed  are  kept  busy  all  the  time. 

The  large  ring  carpets  used  by  the  Great  Wallace  Shows  are  the  products  of  this  depart 
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raent,  and  this  is  the  only  store  in  the  city  who  keeps  a  man  employed  the  year  around  for 
laying  carpets.  All  one  has  to  do  here  is  to  leave  the  order  and  the  rest  is  done  by  men 
trained  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Stevens  has  had  charge  of  this  department  for  four  years,  and  during  that  period 
the  carpet  department  has  almost  trebled  itself  in  size. 

SPRING  AND  FALL  MILLINERY — DEPARTMENT  M. 

Miss  Kate  Merl,  manager.  Located  on  the  first  floor,  back  of  the  dry  goods  depart¬ 
ment,  we  find  the  home  of  mirrors,  ribbons,  flowers  and  ladies,  in  other  words — the  milli¬ 
nery  department,  with  Mrs.  M.  Werneke,  head  trimmer,  and  a  selling  force  of  eight  people, 
where  in  season  the  latest  Parisian  millinery  is  at  all  times  to  be  found.  Like  all  other  de¬ 
partments  of  the  Hale  store  this  department  is  first-class  and  each  season  their  trimmers 
visit  the  large  Eastern  markets,  and  bring  back  with  them  the  latest  styles  and  fads,  thus 
assuring  their  patrons  the  latest  in  everything. 

The  clientele  of  this  department  comprises  the  best  dressed  ladies  of  the  city  and  much 
of  this  success  is  due  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  Miss  Merl,  its  efficient  manager. 

GLASSWARE,  QUEENSWARE,  STOVES  AND  RANGES— DEPT.  E. 
Descending  to  the  “Economy  Basement’’  as  it  is  popularly  known, 
we  find  two  large  and  well  lighted  floors  devoted  to  glassware,  queens- 
ware,  stoves,  ranges,  kitchen  utensils,  house  furnishings,  ironing 
boards,  five  and  ten  cent  rose  tint  and  crysaline  assortments,  punch  • 
bowls,  lamps  etc.,  and  the  four  clerks  employed  are  as  busy  as  bees 
waiting  on  a  steady  stream  of  customers.  This  department  is  agent 
for  the  celebrated  Edith  Gold  and  Silver  Polish,  recommended  by 
Tiffany  of  New  York,  and  the  popular  “H  and  H”  soap,  and  every  visi- 
p.  r.  McfiREw.  tor  should  be  sure  and  secure  a  coupon  which  entitles  them  to  a  free 
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JOHN  S.  HALE  &  CO  — DEPARTMENT  STORE. 

book.  They  also  carry  a  complete  line  of  Welsbach  incandescent  light  supplies,  ice  cream 
freezers,  portable  ovens,  etc.  The  five  and  ten  cent  counters  are  loaded  with  bargains  and 
are  well  patronized.  A  line  of  ranges— cooking  and  heating  stoves  has  just  recently  been 
added  and  has  proven  very  successful. 

Mr.  McGrew,  the  manager,  came  here  several  months  ago  from  one  of  the  large  depart¬ 
ment  stoies  of  Columbus,  O.,  and  is  becoming  quite  popular. 


J.  S.  HAMMER,  BUILDING  CONTRACTOR. 

In  constructing  a  building  every  detail  needs  the  most  careful  attention-the  making  of 
the  plans  and  specifications,  the  contract  with  the  builder,  the  selection  of  material  and  so 
on,  until  the  building  is  complete  and  ready  for  occupancy.  And  no  matter  how  much 
money  may  be  expended,  the  construction  will  be  faulty  and  unsatisfactory  unless  each 
and  every  detail  is  looked  after  by  the  most  competent  men,  thoroughly  trained  in  the  bus 
mess.  Such  a  man  is  J.  S.  Hammer,  he  furnishes  plans  and  specifications,  does  general 
contracting  and  building,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  repair  and  job  work.  He  has  been 
abundantly  successful  and  when  he  furnishes  estimates  on  material  it  is  for  a  class  of  work 
lat  he  guarantees  to  please,  and  that  he  does  please  is  attested  by  the  large  number  of 
orders  constantly  on  his  books  from  people  living  in  all  parts  of  Miami  county. 

x  mong  the  many  residences  he  has  built  in  Peru  are  those  of  Joe  Bero-man  Milt  sn-m-P 
Mrs.  Shanks  ;  AT.  Reed,  J.  A.  Neal.  Dr.  Cooper,  Mrs.  Kratzer,  Geo'Ttti^  Nat  "i 
Loewenthal  A  Wertheim,  Neal  Hetzner,  Mrs.  Pierce,  Clarence  Terrell  and  others  and 

Zr 6  w'  ITS1"  th!  h°“  th6y  ^  am°ng  tbe  bnest  residences  in 

the  city  What  better  recommendation  can  a  man  have  than  to  be  able  to  point  to  his 
own  work  with  pride.  Mr.  Hammer  deserves  your  patronage. 
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AL.  DRUMM,  General 
Blacksmithingand  Horse¬ 
shoeing.  In  this  age  of 
shrewd  competition  there 
is  but  one  way  to  place  a 
business  on  a  paying 
basis,  and  but  one  method 
to  be  pursued  in  main¬ 
taining  a  business  when 
once  it  is  established.  In 
the  tirst  instance  a  crafts¬ 
man  must  be  thoroughly 
conversant  with  his  pro¬ 
fession,  able  to  make 
good  a  guarantee  of  satis¬ 
faction  and  to  give  all,  or 
more,  than  the  customer 
demands.  Compete  n  c  y 
demands  and  will  receive 


the  best  patronage.  To 

hold  and  make  doubly  secure  this  trade,  one  must  be  genial,  generous  and  accommodating. 
The  truth  of  this  statement  is  testified  to  every  day  by  men  along  all  business  and  profes¬ 
sional  lines.  A1  Drumm  with  twenty  years  of  experience  in  the  line  of  horseshoeing  and 
blacksmithing,  owes  his  marvelous  business  to  the  fact  that  he  is  master  of  his  trade,  and 
never  employs  any  but  experienced  helpers.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  horse-shoeing  and 
can  correct  defects  in  the  gait  of  an  animal  that  seems  almost  marvelous.  The  best  of  ma¬ 
terial  is  always  kept  in  stock  and  this  coupled  with  experience  and  natural  ability  insures 
satisfaction  and  a  corner  on  business.  Mr.  Drumm  is  located  at  No.  12  S.  Miami  street, 
where  the  truth  of  our  statements  may  be  verified  by  a  call  at  his  place  of  business. 
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|^ARNEY  BAER,  bicycles  and  bicy¬ 
cle  repairing.  The  evolution  of 
the  bicycle  is  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  things  recorded  of  the  present  age, 
and  its  manufacture  and  sale  has  become 
one  of  the  most  important  industries  in  the 
world.  Here  in  Miami  county  where  the 

roads  are  fair,  their  sale  is  exceedingly  large  and  the  demand  constant.  Mr. 

arney  Baer  began  here  three  years  ago  and  supplies  the  public  of  the  vi¬ 
cinity  W1th  the  best  in  his  line  to  be  found  anywhere.  He  is  located  at  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Wabash  streets,  where  a  complete  shop  is  maintained. 

throughout  the  county,  having  been  born  and  raised  in  Peru  favorably  known 


F.  B.  NICHELSON. 
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li^|;URING  the  past  few  years 
the  laundry  business  has 
been  revolutionized  by 
the  introduction  of  improved  and 
labor  saving  machinery.  Peru’s 
progress  in  this  line  has  been 
evidenced  in  the  model  equipped 
laundry,  operated  by  Mr.  C.  L. 
Baker  and  Mr.  C.  D.  Chandler, 
at  159  North  Broadway.  Equip¬ 
ment,  skilled  labor  and  prompt 
service  are  features  of  this  well 
known  establishment,  and  a  note¬ 
worthy  consideration  is  lhat  none 
but  the  best  supplies  are  used  in 
the  cleahsing  of  garments.  Ex¬ 
perienced  hands  are  employed 
and  two  delivery  wagons  are 
operated,  and  the  laundry,  which 
has  an  almost  unlimited  capacity, 
is  kept  busy  all  the  time.  Messrs. 
Baker  &  Chandler,  by  personal 
attention  to  all  details  give  the 
most  satisfactory  service,  and 
have  been  very  successful.  They 
are  laundry  men  of  reputation, 
v li  11  of  enterprise,  and  enjoy  a 
large  trade. 
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C.  G.  NORTON.  One  of  the  most  unique 
as  well  as  important  enterprises  of  Peru  is 
the  New  Progress  store,  owrned  by  Mr.  C. 
G.  Norton,  located  at  17  West  Second 
street.  It  would  be  a  laborious  task  to 
enumerate  all  the  articles  that  comprise 
the  stock  carried  here.  You  will  find 
everything  from  the  most  trivial  novelty 
up  to  the  articles  of  great  value  and  prac¬ 
tical  utility,  including  glassware,  queens- 
ware,  crockery,  novelties,  notions,  toys,' 
etc.,  etc.  Quite  a  large  room  is  occupied 
and  we  may  say  that  it  was  a  fortunate  day 
for  Peru,  when,  three  years  ago  the  “New 
Pi  ogress  and  its  genial  and  enterprising 
proprietor  became  identified  with  the  bus- 
mess  interests  of  the  city.  The  store  has 
become  indispensable  in  meeting  the  needs 
of  the  people  and  Mr.  Norton  has  steadily 
grown  in  the  favor  and  confidence  of  his 
patrons  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  Peru’s 
most  popular  and  prosperous  business  men. 
The  store  is  generally  crowded  with  cus¬ 
tomers  and  anyone  in  search  of  bargains 
in  this  class  of  goods  will  do  well  to  visit 
the  “New  Progress.” 
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|g§§LINY  M.  CRUME,  dealer  in  wall  paper, 
musical  instruments,  music,  albums, 
toilet  articles,  novels,  magazines,  papers, 
toys,  celluloid  goods,  ebony  and  ebinoid  goods, 
wagons,  dolls,  stationery,  room  moulding,  picture 
moulding,  pictures  and  picture  frames  made  to 
order,  sporting  goods,  and  a  thousand  and  one 
other  articles  usually  found  in  a  first-class  novelty 
store.  This  “Big  YellowT  Front”  enjoys  a  trade 
that  is  second  to  none,  and  no  matter  what  the 
season,  the  goods  for  that  season  are  sure  to  be 
found  here  in  all  styles,  kinds,  sizes  and  prices, 
Mr.  Crume  has  been  before  the  public  here  for 
years  and  is  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  well  and 
favorably  known  business  men  in  the  city.  The 
store  carries  the  largest  stock  of  wall  paper  to  be 
found  in  any  city  the  size  of  Peru  in  the  state  and 
sells  fully  half  of  the  wall  paper  sold  in  Peru.  An 
elegant  line  of  Bibles  also  forms  part  of  this  large 
and  varied  stock,  and  they  have  them  in  bindings, 
sizes  and  prices  to  suit.  Mr.  Crume  has  also  pur¬ 
chased  one  of  the  first  automobiles  to  be  run  on 
the  streets  of  Peru  and  it  has  proven  a  good  adver¬ 
tisement  for  the  store. 

Personally,  Mr.  Crume  is  a  man  who  possesses 
those  characteristics  necessary  for  a  successful 
business  career  and  fully  deserves  his  large  share 


of  business. 
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I.  HOFF,  dealer  in  farming  im¬ 
plements  of  all  kinds,  buggies 
wagons,  stoves,  ranges,  etc. 
Mr.  Hoff  recently  bought  the  large  im¬ 
plement  store  of  Stineman  Bros.,  on  South 
Broadway  and  has  enlarged  the  stock  and 
improved  the  store,  until  it  stands  to-day, 
pre-eminently  the  largest  enterprise  of  its 
kind  in  the  city.  Their  line  of  stoves  and 
i  anges  will  be  found  to  equal  if  not  excell 
those  of  any  other  house  in  the  city,  while 
the  line  of  buggies,  phaetons,  surreys,  run- 
abouts,  laudaus,  etc.,  comprises  the  best 
makes  of  guai  anteed  goods,  and  that  too  at  the  lowest  possible  prices.  The  implement  de 

partment  is  large  and  varied  and  must  heeds  be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  Personally  Mr 
Hoff  is  of  sound  ideas  J  ’ 

and  good  business  abil¬ 
ity  and  those  of  our 
citizens  who  are  in  need 
of  anything  in  this  line 
should  not  fail  to  give 
him  a  call.  All  he  asks 
is  a  chance  to  show  his 
goods,  and  quote  you 
prices. 
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ILLIA.M  M.  CORY,  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Cory  Bros.  &  Co.,  exclusive  shoe  dealers, 
has  charge  of  the  large  shoe  store  located 
on  North  Broadway,  and  which  has  been  doing  an  ex¬ 
tensive  shoe  business  since  1898.  They  give  all  their 
attention  to  the  best  values  for  the  least  money  and  do 
probably  the  largest  exclusive  shoe  business  of  any 
house  in  Peru.  You  can  find  anything  in  their  stock 
in  the  line  of  footwear,  and  they  have  in  their  employ 
only  experienced  shoe  salesmen — men  who  understand 
the  value  of  good  shoes  and  can  properly  fit  them  to  the 
foot.  Satisfaction  always  guaranteed.  In  Ladies  fine 
shoes  you  can  find  The  Ultra,  Todd-Bancioft,  Brooks 
Bros.,  Helming  and  Williamson’s  fine  shoes.  In  men’s 
shoes  you  can  find  The  Florsheim,  Manss’  andHelmer’s 
and  Bettman’s  fine  shoes.  Their  $2.00  special  shoes 
for  ladies  and  gent’s  cannot  be  equaled  in  this  country. 
If  you  will  only  give  them  a  trial  you  will  always  be 
a  customer.  Patent  leather  shoes  for  boys,  little  gents, 
misses  and  children  always  on  hand,  also  the  latest  nov¬ 
elties  in  infants  and  childrens  shoes.  “Once  a  customer,  always  a  customer”  is  their  motto, 
and  they  have  built  up  a  large  and  growing  business  along  these  lines. 

Personally,  Mr.  Cory  is  an  excellent  business  man  and  a  keen,  shrewd  buyer  from  which 
qualifications  his  customers  reap  the  benefits.  Their  “Bargain  Sales”  which  are  held 
quite  often  are  perhaps  the  best  attended  of  any  in  the  county. 


A  VIEW  OF  MEINHARDT'S  DRY  GOODS  DEPARTMENT 


HENRY  MEINHARDT’S  DEPARTMENT  STORE 
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terprises. 


^l^^ERU  LOAN  OFFICE,  Gilbert  E.  Shuman,  proprietor.  This 
firm  has  been  established  here  four  years,  and  by  square, 
honest  dealing  and  courteous  treatment  have  built  up  a  trade 
that  is  second  to  none.  A  full  and  complete  line  of  watches,  diamonds, 
jewelry,  bicycles  and  musical  instruments  can  always  be  obtained,  at 
the  lowest  possible  price.  An  expert  jeweler  is  employed  for  repair 
work,  and  the  prices  charged  are  always  fair  and  reasonable.  Loans 
made  on  watches,  diamonds,  jewelry  etc.  All  business  strictly  confi¬ 
dential.  Mr.  Shuman,  the  proprietor,  is  a  young  man  of  good  business 
qualifications,  while  good  goods,  good  treatment,  and  “everything  as 
guaranteed”  has  won  for  him  no  small  place  in  the  ranks  of  Peru  en- 
Anyone  in  need  of  anything  in  this  line  will  do  well  to  give  him  a  call. 


P.  FIKE,  Architect,  Room  4,  New  Brownell  Block.  Plans,  elevations,  details,  and 
;;  specifications  promptly  furnished  on  all  classes  of  work.  Mr.  Fike  is  one  of  .the 
leading  architects  of  the  city,  and  among  the  buildings  he  has  designed  may  be 
mentioned  Lou  Ward’s  Livery  Barn,  Nead  school-house,  the  Chili  school  building,  the 
United  Brethern  Church,  at  Era,  etc.  Among  his  residences  here  in  the  city  are  Mr. 
Ungers  on  east  Main  street  and  others.  He  is  now  wording  on  two  buildings  for  Dr.  Bloom¬ 
field  and  one  for  Mr.  Chas.  Beecher,  of  the  Miami  County  Loan. 

Mr.  Fike  is  a  genial,  courteous  gentleman,  and  one  too,  whose  well-known  ability  is  se¬ 
curing  him  all  the  work  he  is  able  to  do.  Anyone,  wishing  anything  in  this  line  or  wishing 
advice  about  building  or  making  repairs  should  not  fail  to  see  Mr.  Fike  before  going  else¬ 
where. 
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One  of  the  newest  and 
nicest  residences  in  the 
city,  and  which  has  just 
been  completed  is  that 
of  Joseph  Bergman  on 
West  Fifth  Street.  At 
the  time  the  accompany¬ 
ing  picture  was  taken, 
however,  the  iron  orna¬ 
mental  work  had  not  yet 
been  placed  on  the  peaks 
of  the  roof  and  really  the 
residence  does  present  a 
much  nicer  appearance 
than  even  the  picture 
suggests. 

Mr.  Bergman  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  The  W right  Med¬ 
icine  Co.,  manufacturers 
of  Wright’s  Rheumatic 
Remedy,  and  also  has  large  holdings  in  oil,  while  no  better  illustration  of  the  city’s  advance¬ 


ment  can  be  had  than  by  referring  to  such  men  as  Mr.  Bergman,  who  by  their  progressive¬ 
ness,  stability  and  rare  business  qualitications  have  made  the  city  what  it  is  today.  ’Tis 
not  the  citizens  who  have  the  money,  but  the  citizen’s  who  are  willing  to  invest  in  enter¬ 
prises  which  furnish  employment  to,  and  benefit  the  people,  which  are  a  real  benefit  to  the 
city.  Such  a  man  is  Mr.  Bergman. 
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O  r\f»  n  «i  n 

D.  OATES,  the  old  reliable  real  estate, 
insurance  and  loan  agency,  established 
1883.  No  man  in  Peru  has  a  larger  ac¬ 
quaintance  than  Mr.  Oates,  and  much  of  the 
large  business  done  by  this  firm  is  due  to  his 
untiring  energy  and  personal  popularity.  They 
write  fire,  life,  accident,  liability  and  steam 
boiler  insurance,  while  deeds,  mortgages,  con¬ 
tracts,  and  all  notary  work  is  promptly  executed. 

Real  estate  was  never  more  active  in  any  city 
than  it  is  in  Peru  to-day,  and  the  business  has 
grown  to  such  large  proportions,  that  Mr.  Oates 
has  felt  the  need  of  some  one  to  look  after  the 
outside  work  and  has  taken  in  as  a  partner,  Mr. 

A.  M.  Oswald,  of  Roann.  Mr.  Oswald  will  have 
charge  of  all  outside  work  in  farm  sales,  farm 
loans,  city  real  estate  and  insurance,  and  has 
been  quite  successful  in  Wabash  county  in  this 
line  of  work.  This  new  arrangement  will  add 
greatly  to  the  facilities  of  this  already  popular 
agency,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  next 
year  will  show  a  nice  increase  in  business. 

Personally,  Mr.  Oates  is  a  man  of  rare  business  qualifications,  popular  with  all  classes 
and  deserves  his  success.  Located  Room  3,  Brownell  Block,  North  of  Court  House. 
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CORA  LEE  SIGAFOOSE,  diplomate 
in  osteopathy.  The  new  science  or 
drugless  system  of  healing. 

We  mean  by  Osteopathic  trestment  the  manipu¬ 
lation  of  the  various  parts  of  the  body  of  the  per¬ 
son  who  is  afflicted  with  pain  or  disease,  so  as  to 
liberate  any  and  all  undue  pressure,  such  as  over¬ 
contracture  of  muscles,  pressure  on  a  nerve  or 
blood  vessel,  which,  interfering  with  the  normal 
circulation,  produces  that  condition  called  disease. 
These,  we  contend,  produce  all  the  various  phe¬ 
nomena  denominated  •  ‘pathology,  ”  whether  the 
pressure  be  due  to  a  partial  or  complete  disloca¬ 
tion  of  a  bone,  contracture  ef  a  muscle  or  muscular 
fiber  of  one  or  more  muscles.  The  object  of  these 
manipulations  is  to  free  the  system  everywhere, 
in  every  part  of  the  body,  so  that  perfect  harmony 
in  all  parts  of  the  body  may  exist. 

Nearly  all  diseases,  even  those  of  long  standing 
and  which  have  baffled  the  skill  of  many  “jdiysi- 
sicians,  readily  yield  to  this  system  of  treatment.  Therefore,  none  need  despair  of  bein°' 
cured  until  they  have  been  “given  up”  by  the  Osteopath.  All  chronic  diseases,  includin'^ 
Obesity,  treated  successfully  without  drugs. 

Mrs.  Dr.  Sigafoose,  is  ably  assisted  by  her  husband  Prof.  John  W.  Sigafoose,  the  well- 
known  Osteopath  and  Magnetic  Healer,  they  number  among  their  friends  and  patrons  some 
of  the  bost  people  in  this  city.  Mrs.  Sigafoose  cordially  requests  the  ladies  to  call 
Office  hours  are  from  8  to  11  a.  m.  and  1  to  5  p.  m.  Home  office,  72  West  Third  Street. 


The  City  Pumping  Station 
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INTERIOR  VIEW  OF  THE  CHIPPING  ROOM— PERU  STEEL  CASTING  CO. 

Showing  Stern  Post  cast  for  the  Craig  Ship  Building  Co.,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  also  Locomotive  Driving  Wheel  Centers  and 
Locomotive  Castings  for  the  Brooks  Locomotive  Works,  of  Dunkirk,  N.  Y. 
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THE  PERU  STEEL  CASTING  COMPANY. 

DESCRIPTION  OP  THE  PLANT. 

Prom  the  original  plan  of  four  buildings  one  improvement  after  another  has  been  adopted 
and  new  buildings  erected  until  there  are  fifteen  buildings,  covering  nearly  three  acres  of 
ground.  All  of  the  principal  buildings  belonging  to  the  company  are  constructed  of  brick 
with  stone  foundations  and  are  distinguished  as  follows:  office  building  44x42,  pattern  shop 
40x42,  pattern  storage  vault  40x42,  moulding  building  182x50,  drying  ovens  170x30.  casting 
building  It 2xb2,  melting  building  152x44,  engine  and  boiler  and  chipping  budding  279x50, 
laboratory  24x40,  sand  storage  building  35x50,  flask  storage  building  50x60,  brick  storage 
building  35x50,  fire-clay  &  magnesite  storage  building  35x50,  water  softening  plant  build¬ 
ing  40x50,  horse  barn  and  lumber  storage  building  30x60.  These  structures  are  adequate 
for  the  daily  production  of  120  tons  of  steel  castings  and  are  so  arranged  that  the  produc¬ 
tion  may  be  increased  from  time  to  time  without  interfering  with  the  operation  of  the  plant. 
The  buildings  are  equipped  with  the  most  modern  appliances  known  for  the  economical 
handling  of  material  and  products  of  the  plant. 

The  molding,  casting,  melting  and  chipping  rooms  are  equipped  with  5  electric  traveling 
cranes  with  a  lifting  capacity  of  from  ten  to  fifty  tons.  In  the  melting  department  there 
are  two  twenty -five  ton  open-hearth  furnaces,  one  cupola  furnace  and  one  annealing  fur¬ 
nace,  one  Wellman  Seaver  Engineering  Cos.  charging  car,  operated  by  electricity  for 
charging  the  furnaces. 

The  power  plant  consists  of  three  150  H.  P.  Boilers,  five  Worthington  steam  pumps,  the 
Wefugo  Co  s.  water  softening  plant,  two  150  H.  P.  Buckeye  eugines,  two  100  K.  W.  Crocker 
Wheeler  Co  s.  geernators,  two  Rand  Drill  Co’s,  air  compressors,  the  Rockwell  Duplex 
Pumping  System  for  distributing  oil  to  the  open  hearth  and  annealing  furnaees  and  drying 
ovens  and  a  large  marble  electric  switch  board  from  which  a  direct  circuit  is  run  to  each 


PERU  STEEL  CASTING  CO. 
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traveling  crane,  the  charging  car,  to  the  oil  well  pumping  system  and  the  lighting  system, 
consisting  of  52  arc  lamps  and  100  incandescent  lamps. 

The  chipping  room  is  equipped  with  a  compressed  air  sand  blast  plant,  pneumatic  chip- 
ping  tools,  exhaust  tumblers  and  grinding  machinery  for  cleansing  castings,  together  with 
cold  saws,  planers,  shapers,  drills,  lathes,  etc.,  and  each  machine  throughout  the  plant  is 
run  by  a  separate  motor.  The  pattern  shop  is  equipped  with  one  planer,  one  circular  saw, 
one  joiner,  one  band  saw  and  one  turning  lathe,  all  of  which  are  run  by  separate  motors. 

The  company  is  supplying  oil  fuel  from  its  own  lands  for  the  melting  of  steel  and  the  an¬ 
nealing  of  castings,  and  has  seven  oil  wells  which  are  being  pumped  by  a  separate  electric 
motor.  There  are  four  switches  from  the  Wabash  R.  R.  to  the  grounds  on  both  the  east 
and  west  sides  of  the  buildings  and  on  one  of  the  switches  is  placed  a  modern  100  ton  Fair¬ 
banks  &  Morse  track  scales  for  weighing  raw  material  and  there  is  also  a  ten  ton  track 
scales  for  weighing  material  into  the  furnaces  and  a  ten  ton  suspension  scale  is  attached  to 
one  of  the  cranes  for  weighing  castings  at  the  same  time  they  are  being  placed  upon 
the  cars. 

HISTORY,  OFFICERS,  ETC. 

The  superior  advantages  of  Peru  were  critically  studied  by  General  Manager  George  A. 
Swartwout  before  he  decided  to  locate  the  plant  here,  and  he  recognized  them  as  unques¬ 
tionable;  and  that  the  inevitable  result  must  be  the  concentration  here  of  yet  larger  and 
many  additional  manufacturing  establishments,  additional  and  more  extensive  mercantile 
houses,  increased  financial  agencies  and  facilities,  and  more  railway  lines. 

The  plant  was  completed  and  commenced  operations  in  August,  1900.  The  selection  of 
the  location,  the  arrangements,  financing,  building,  etc.,  were  all  under  the  personal  super¬ 
vision  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  who  has  had  a  life  time  of  training  in  manufacturing  and  banking 
circles.  Phillip  Matter,  the  president  of  the  company  has  been  identified  with  the  large 


Showing  the  monster  Stem  for  Atlantic  Transport  Steamship  one  of  the  K  f 
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The  picture  also  shows  J.  E.  Galvin,  Asst.  Supt. 
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industries  of  the  United 
States  for  years,  having 
built  a  big  tin  plate  plant 
and  glass  factory  at  An¬ 
derson  and  is  also  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Union  Trac¬ 
tion  Co.,  of  Marion. 

The  plant  has  had  all 
the  business  it  could  tend 
to  from  the  start  and  now 
numbers  among  its  cus¬ 
tomers,  some  of  the  old¬ 
est  and  most  conserva¬ 
tive  firms  in  the  country. 

J.  W.  Galvin,  the  Su¬ 
perintendent,  is  a  techni¬ 
cal  steel  man  who  has 
spent  a  life  time  at  the 
business.  He  came  here 
GEO.  A.  SWARTWOUT’S  residence.  from  the  Illinois  Steel  Co. 

of  Chicago,  where  he  had  full  charge  of  the  open  hearth  department.  Mr.  Galvin’s  son. 
J.  E.  Galvin,  is  the  assistant  superintendent. 


Showing  the  monster  Stern  Post  for  Atlantic  Transport  Steamship,  one  of  the  largest  freight  boats  ever  constructed  in  America. 
Cast  by  the  Peru  Steel  Casting  Co.  for  the  Maryland  Steel  Co.,  Sparrows  Point,  Md.  The  boat  will  be  5K0  feet  long. 

The  picture  also  shows  J.  W.  Galvin,  Superintendent.  This  stern  post  weighed  20,01)0  pounds 
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jRED  H.  BUTT,  General  Horse  Shoeing.  In  no  city  in  the 
State  can  there  be  found  a  better  equipped  horse  shoe¬ 
ing  establishment  than  that  of  Fred  H.  Butt.  All  the 
latest  inventions  in  tools  and  everything  that  is  up-to-date  can  be 
found  at  this  place.  Mr.  Butt  has  the  justly  earned  reputation  of 
being  one  of  the  few  really  scientific  horse-shoers.  He  learned 
his  trade  well,  and  being  a  man  naturally  endowed  with  a  full  com¬ 
bined  good  judgment  with  the  skillful  use  of  tcols,  which,  with  a 
thorough  knowdedge  of  the  anatomy  of  the  horse’s  foot,  has-  re¬ 
solved  the  trade  in  his  hands  into  an  absolute  profession.  At  this 
establishment  special  attention  is  given  to  the  condition  of  the 
horse’s  foot.  Mr.  Butt  gives  all  work  his  personal  attention, 
while  three  skilled  assistants  are  employed.  In  addition  the  re¬ 
pair  department  is  equally  as  well  looked  after. 


Not  very  long  ago  the  Miami  County  Sentinel  in  a  write-up  of  the  city  said:  “There  is  no 
place  like  Home”  to  buy  everything  you  need  in  any  line.  Home  trading  is  the  secret  of 
the  success  of  all  thriving  communities.  To  make  Peru  the  busiest  city  on  earth  it  is  only 
necessary  that  the  wealth  of  the  community  be  kept  in  circulation  within  the  confines  of 
Miami  county.  Don’t  send  your  money  away  to  foreign  markets.  It  will  never  come 
back.  Spend  it  here  at  home  with  our  merchants.  Your  neighbor’s  prosperity  is  just  so 
much  added  to  the  general  wealth  of  the  community;  and  your  opportunities  of  doing  bus¬ 
iness  are  increased  proportionately.”  This  is  so.  We  all  know  it  and  we  are  going  to  ask 
the  readers  of  this  volume  to  patronize  the  merchants  whose  ads  are  scattered  throughout 
its  pages.  Patronize  home  industries. 


The  Old  Woolen  Mill  which  ■will  be  re-modeled  find  started 
again  this  spring.  The  work  is  now  under  way. 


JOHN  G.  KRIEG. 


JACOB  OPB 


MIKE  RET ELY 
Councilman  First  Ward 
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Peru  is  destined  to  become  a  great  manufacturing  and  business  center.  This  broad  as¬ 
sertion  is  based  on  easily  proven  facts  regarding  the  history  of  the  present  condition  of 
her  industries,  and  on  well  considered  information  regarding  her  resources  and  possibili¬ 
ties  for  future  developement.  She  already  has  factories,  the  products  of  which  are  noted 
the  wide  world  over,  and  with  new  electric  street  railways  being  built,  new  railroads 
coming  in,  new  factories  starting  up,  new  business  blocks  in  course  of  erection,  and  with 
over  400  new  residences  now  being  built  within  the  city  limits,  Peru  must  and  will  become 
in  time  the  metropolis  of  Northern  Indiana.  Therefore  to  the  prospective  citizen,  the  bus¬ 
iness  man  and  the  manufacturer,  her  citizens  say:  “come.” 


Getting  Ready  For  the  Road— The  Last  Day  at  the  Farm. 
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